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Evaluation of the ‘health’ of Modern Languages in the school and preparation for
Estyn Inspections and the New Curriculum
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The decline in GCSE MFL entries in Wales 2002-2019
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How important are modern languages in your school?

« Do you know how many pupils are taking modern languages
subjects?

« Do you know whether this number is decreasing or increasing?
« Do you know what pupils say about taking languages?

« Are you aware of any barriers or challenges to the uptake of
languages — option blocks, staffing, reduced number of hours?

* Are you sure that languages will feature in the delivery of the New
Curriculum - will all have the opportunity to study a language?
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* to help us prepare for Estyn Inspections.

to ask key questions about preparations for the New Curriculum.

to have an agreed vision for languages in the school.

T

* to gather data and information to examine the ‘health’ of modern
languages.

|

to determine the needs of our pupils.

S
1

to consider any challenges and discuss possible solutions.

' % toincrease the number of pupils who study modern languages — building
‘ capacity.
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We need to:

o Identify a governor to be responsible for the auditand to be
the Modern Languages Link Governor.

Obtain key data concerning uptake and standards achievedin
modern languages.

e Carry out the audit with the governing body either remotely or at a
governing body meeting — this might include a pupil survey.

e i
gl

"
Support the Link Governor to provide a collated response :

(includingkey data) to be tabled at a governing body meeting.
e Discuss the report with senior managers and agree an action plan where necessary.

Identify support for developmente.g. business links, liaison with Routesinto Languages Cymru, review of option
blocks and hours dedicated to languages, etc.
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* Agree how the action plan will be monitored.
» Seek support from external organisations if required.

* Routes into Languages Cymru will be able to assist us:

* to develop terms of reference for the Modern Languages Link Governor.
* to develop links with other organisations.

By providing a half-day meeting for our Modern Languages Link Governor to discuss the audit and share good
practice.

By offering ongoing support and by signposting to additional exciting activities and initiatives to help shape language
provision.

hiips://routesintolanguagescymru.co.uk/

* Governors Cymru will be able to provide further information about the role of
link governors www.governors.Cymru




Educational benefits for pupils
Languages boost:

- overall literacy. - multitasking and creativity.
- cognitive flexibility. - confidence and communication.

Skills learntin language lessons transfer to other curriculum subjects and
can improve overallacademic performance — e.g. memory training.

Languages give our pupilsthe edge in the job market, in applicationsfor university/college and higher earnings.

Language skills will prove vital to post-Brexit Britain —trade and economy.
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