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Action plan following training

➢ The Child’s View - review our learning areas taking into account the view 

from the child’s perspective.

➢ Consider use of space – ‘emotionally safe’ spaces – areas for one.

➢ Move away from bold primary colours which can be overstimulating.

➢ Storage and resource management - declutter



Child’s View

The level that the children were exposed to was uninspiring, cold and bare.

We started with an audit of what our learning areas looked like from  the child’s view. This was quite 

an eye opener.



The children helped choose from resources available to design the new small world learning area. 

There was some debate between the children which I am sure is a higher level literacy skill!



Once the children had completed their 

design we asked them for input on 

what else they might like to add to 

the small world area.

The children wanted to make the 

area cosier and more comfortable.

I would like for there 

to be some pictures of 

me playing.

We would like to share some 

of our stories we have made 

up.

I would like to have photos 

of our worlds that we have 

made.



Children busy working together putting their plan into action. 



Here is a group from year 2 enjoying their new small world area.



The children also designed their new reading area.  

BEFORE



AFTER

They loved the new reading tent and decided that, for it to be more private, they wanted it to face 

the books rather than the classroom – I would have put it with the back against the wall! From the 

training we reviewed the need for softness and added a rug and some cushions. 

We have found that the younger children especially, now come to the reading area 

when they need some time away from the noisier areas, not always to read but to 

have a relax or a private chat with their friends.



Consideration of space

When reviewing the learning areas from the 

child’s perspective we realised that there were 

no spaces specifically designed for one child even 

though we had at least 3 children who regularly 

would settle themselves in small enclosed spaces 

including a space under the built in shelving!

We decided to develop this area so it was a 

comfortable, secure place for one child to 

sit and observe what was going on around 

them.



Displays
We had always used bold bright 

colours for our displays in school.  

The training really made us think 

about our use of colour.  

When we stripped the walls that had been used for displays ready to re-back in more 

neutral, calming colours we asked the children for their views.  Many said they didn’t 

want anything putting on the walls they liked them with just cream coloured paint.

We have now started to use hessian as a backing 

for displaying children’s work but have left some 

areas display free in line with the childrens’ 

wishes.  We have found the children seem much 

calmer since introducing a more neutral learning 

environment.
New backing ready for childrens’ 

work to be added.



Storage and resource management

When auditing our learning environment from the 

child’s view we realised how many resources were 

stored on shelving at their level. There were far too 

many resources placed on the shelves that made it 

look cluttered and difficult for children to see what 

was available for them to use.

We decluttered our storage areas and took a ‘less is 

more’ approach. Our resources  now look more 

attractive and are easily accessible so the children 

are able to independently select what they need.

In the newly designed reading area the children decided to have less books on show and wanted to 

change them weekly. They wanted to go into the library to choose the books for themselves. The library 

area is now top of our list to declutter and redesign!



Moving forward

We want to audit ALL of our learning areas in Foundation, with the childrens’ input, to see 

how they can be improved in line with the communication friendly spaces approach.

We are introducing a whole school approach to use hessian as the backing for displays.


