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How my woodwork journey began.

• We couldn’t wait to begin our woodwork journey, all staff were excited to begin and find out how 
the children would react.

• I used Peter Moorhouse’s  risk assessment template as a base for our school risk assessment, 
adapting it to our setting. This was used for the adults, children were made aware of these risks 
whilst carrying out practical work.

• We created a risk assessment and asked children to consider risks for themselves and how to avoid 
them – this was a huge help in allowing children to take responsibility for keeping themselves safe 
in the woodwork area.

• We then introduced the tools and discussed what they could be used for and where they’ve 
previously seen them used. We discussed who uses them? Why do they use them? What jobs use 
these tools? Children had 2:1 training on how to use each tool.

• Children were then trained in twos to use each tool safely.



Risk Assessment



Children’s comments for the risk assessment.

Nails: “These are sharp and 
might stab you, we need to 

put them back after”

Safety glasses: “If we don’t 
wear glasses we might get 

dirt in our eyes or 
something sharp”

Saw: “No you can’t go in 
front of it! It’ll hit you!”

Screws  “We need to be 
careful so it doesn’t hurt.”

Saw:  “If you don’t have 
two hands on it you might 

cut yourself”

Hammering “move your 
hands off so they don’t get 

squashed.”



Setting up our woodwork provision.

• Indoor woodwork wasn’t an option for us due to noise and space. 

• This was quite a challenge. Due to being in a very deprived area we are unable to 
set up our woodwork area as a continuous provision area. Therefore, each day 
we’re doing woodwork we need to bring the bench outside and then take it back in. 
Luckily the bench has a lot of storage for wood, and some extra recyclable bits we 
use, in addition to glasses, screws, screwdrivers, and nails. Unfortunately the tools 
also need to be brought in and out of the cupboard each day as we have many 
ALN children in class who may pose a risk. 

• However, we did notice that when the bench is accessible the children know to 
respect the area and most don’t try to play with the vices of use the tools.



Our woodwork bench



How did we involve everybody?

• Upon arrival of our woodwork bench we investigated what it could be used for and 
came up with a class mind map to share our ideas. 

• When children found out what it was we went for a hunt around school to find 
things that were made of wood and investigate if we were familiar with any of the 
materials used to join the wood. E.g. screws, nails and glue.

• I then trained my teaching assistants in using the area appropriately, using tools 
safely and how to keep the children safe.

• Parents were informed via school newsletter and kept up to date with Twitter 
posts.



Looking for items made out of 
wood inside and outside our school. 

Introducing the tools. 



General observations

• Boys and girls alike were fascinated by the woodwork provision and all were and 
still are very excited to get started with any woodwork activities.

• All children show high levels of engagement and excitement.

• Boys generally had better use of tools and those skills, however the girls were more 
creative, ambitious and analytical in considering how to do things.

• Pupils are more confident in taking risks.

• The pupils, even those with highest levels of ALN, knew to keep away from the 
woodwork bench when it wasn’t in use. They respected the tools and area, and 
about 90% of pupils recalled safety tips e.g. checking area for nails/ screws, clearing 
floor space, sawing 1:1 with two hands on saw and also wearing glasses. I was very 
impressed with how my pupils knew to remind each other of safety advice.
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Observing one child.

Context:

• ASD child.

• Low ability and very demotivated.

• Poor social skills, generally alone.

• Usually completely zoned out from
tasks.

• Struggles with fine motor skills.



What did I notice?

• Increased confidence and independence.

• Improved purposeful social interactions. 

• A better understanding of mathematical concepts, especially measurement.

• Much better engagement, focus and listening skills.

• He is starting to think critically and problem solve.

• Improved minds-set and power of effort – willing to persevere.

• He thrived from meaningful and purposeful experiences – everything our children make they have an 
opportunity to play with and use.

Observing one child.



Curriculum for Wales
Four Purposes

• Woodwork has definitely created a class of ambitious and capable learners who set themselves 
high standards and seek and enjoy challenge as pupils are encouraged to work independently as much 
as possible to figure out solutions to their problems and are made to believe that they can make 
anything that they want to make!

• We have developed enterprising, creative contributors who: connect and apply their knowledge 
and skills to create ideas and products, take measured risks and lead and play different roles in teams 
effectively and responsibly. Pupils have participated in the risk assessment and have been actively 
reminding their peers of safety precautions.

• Woodwork is also essential in developing healthy, confident individuals who: are building their 
mental and emotional well-being by developing confidence and resilience, take measured decisions 
about lifestyle and manage risk and face and overcome challenge. Pupils’ confidence in increased 
when they are challenged to persevere and consider how to select tools for their project, they also 
think far more creatively to find solutions and also in choosing what materials to use.



What challenges did we face?

• Getting materials, despite trying some local merchants we did struggle with wood 
donations initially, although we have since been fortunate in having the budget 
aside to buy more Balsa wood, axels and wheels. We also used many recyclable 
materials.

• Children with more severe ALN children in the nursery class did tend to put 
themselves more at risk when tools are out.

• Finding time to do wood-work consistently.

• Many of our children are still struggling somewhat to think creatively and problem 
solve, they tend to be quite reliant on adults.

• Having to set up woodwork station each time it is used.



What’s next?

• Train staff in the year 1 and 2 class and FPRB on using the woodwork 
bench.

• Get parents involved with a “make it, take it” morning or afternoon.

• Improve children’s independent problem solving.

• Start disassembling things to learn how they’re made.

• Improve my own skills!


