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Our beginning –

A blank canvas

We moved into our new school in September 

2019. Whilst the inside was fully furnished and 

equipped with EVERYTHING we could ever wish 

for, the outside was an empty space. 

We went from having 

a very small, 

uninspiring cramped 

space to this!



So… we rolled our sleeves up and started to work.



Unfortunately, in March 2020 all schools closed 

due to Covid and we came to a stand still. 

On our return to school all classes worked in bubbles 

and we made the decision to section off parts of our

outdoor area so that the children could stay safe.

This was rubbish! 

Our outdoor provision suffered.



In June 2021 we asked for help. 

Joanne Davies came to see us to take a look at our provision and point us in the right direction.

Whilst wandering around outside she talked about Pete Moorhouse and Woodworking and 

caught my attention.

After discussing it with my head, she agreed to fund my training and I enrolled on the 

8 unit Professional Development training.



Pre - Knowledge

I didn’t have a clue where to start so the 

training was invaluable. Woodwork lends itself to 

all areas of learning in the Foundation Phase: 

Health and Well-being, Languages, Literacy and 

Communication, Mathematics and Numeracy, 

Humanities, Expressive Arts and Science and 

Technology.

The course also 

supplied me with 

useful information 

about appropriate 

tools and risk 

assessments. 



Setting up the provision

We really didn’t have anything so I made a start on 

begging letters!

I also knew that a Grandad in another class was good with 

woodwork approached him on the playground!

The response was fantastic. Graham Neale was able to make 

3 benches for us and sourced equipment like vices and metal 

rulers. He even bought carpentry pencils! We were only 

charged for the wood which saved us hundreds of pounds.



Graham also made some 

posters about the tools and 

possible ideas for things the 

children could make.



Another parent got in touch to say he could make us some work tables. Again, all we had 

to do was pay for the wood. 

These 2 tables 

appeared one 

night!



Using the equipment list, I went on to order the tools 

and equipment we needed and set up my storage shed.



I continued to communicate with parents as I wanted 

them to understand why we were doing this and the 

impact it would have on language development, mathematical

thinking, problem solving, and perseverance.

I also asked for donations of wood and lots of parents 

turned up with offcuts!



Involving Staff

Staff were interested in our new area. At this time, I was approached by Jo to see if we 

would like to train anyone else in woodworking and receive a set of tools and wood. 

(obviously in return for a Case Study!)

From this I was able to train the Reception teacher 

and 2 more teaching assistants. My TAs came back

full of enthusiasm and began adding their own ideas 

to the area whilst we managed to ask Graham to 

make another woodworking bench for our Early Years 

area. 



Introducing the provision and tools

The children were told about the project and immediately became excited! 

In class, one of our challenges was hammering golf tees into pumpkins whilst we waited for our 

woodworking area to be ready.



We timetabled small groups during our outdoor day 

sessions to work with me on health and safety and

our woodworking rules. This took a number of weeks!

1. We can only take part in woodwork if an adult is 

with us.

2. We must wear safety specs and hi-vis vests when

in the woodwork area.

3. We must watch our fingers when we are using the

tools.



Communicating with parents via SeeSaw.



Observations on children in the woodworking area

My whole class have benefitted from the introduction of this area 

and every week they line up to work here!





Engagement in the Early Years 

Our youngest children have enjoyed working in the Woodwork area. Their class teacher has 

observed development in fine and gross motor skills in addition to resilience and problem solving.



Observing a group of learners.

Over the past 6 months I have been observing 5 learners in my class.

NAME YEAR GROUP GENDER ACADEMIC DESCRIPTION PERSONAL & SOCIAL DESCRIPTION

Arlo 2 M
Good literacy and numeracy skills. Likes 

challenge. Retains knowledge easily.

Struggle sometimes in social situations. 

Incidents reported from home regarding 

outbursts of anger.

Maisie 1 F
Very able. Excellent literacy and numeracy 

skills. Confident in classroom situations.

Quiet and wants to please. Doesn’t tend to 

challenge herself.

Evie 1 F
Struggles with maths. Coping with literacy. 

Low confidence in front of peers.

Quiet and unsure. Needs lots of 

reassurance.

Romeo 2 M

Basic skills provision in place. Enjoys maths 

and is working well in this area. Very poor 

handwriting and fine motor skills.

Behaviour is an issue. Quite distracted.

Mia 2 F
Low ability – questioning ASD. Artistic. 

Poor maths skills.
Poor concentration and low resilience.



Maisie and Evie

Both girls have loved the woodwork area. Evie’s communication skills have developed and she is 

beginning to relax when making something. She generally sits back in class and lets others take the 

lead but her growing confidence means that she is now showing her peers how to do something!



Maisie has enjoyed woodworking so much that she helped 

her dad at home to make a kennel for her puppy teddy!



Romeo struggles with sharing and keeping on task. His behaviour

in the woodwork area is always calm and he enjoys working as a

team. This is having some effect on his behaviour within the 

classroom. We have noticed an improvement in his communication

and problem solving skills. He has a short attention span usually

but will remain in the woodworking area all morning if he can.

Mia is known for low motivation and her

tendency to either avoid new experiences or 

give up easily. She has learnt new skills this 

year and she thoroughly enjoyed her time in

the woodwork area. With some encouragement

she has persevered and has expressed how it 

has made her feel proud. 



Arlo loves woodwork and

works cooperatively with

his friends on projects.

He has enjoyed it so much

that he asked for a wood-

working set for Christmas.

He was delighted to send

pictures in on Seesaw to 

show his models.

His parents have 

reported how calm he is

when he’s creating some-

thing in this way.



I created a plan using Taith360 to map out the Statements of What Matter. Woodwork hit 

every AoLE. When I assessed against this plan the children in my class had all made significant

improvement, especially when communicating and focusing their attention.





Integral skills have been developed throughout the year as all children have benefitted from the 

woodwork provision.

Creativity and innovation

Children are curious and inquisitive, and are able to generate ideas. 

Critical thinking and problem-solving

Meaningful questions are asked, and children have been able to evaluate information, evidence 

and situations. 

Personal effectiveness

Confidence and independence has risen in my class. The children have had opportunities to 

discuss projects and ideas. 

Planning and organising

The children have set goals, made decisions and evaluated their products.



The learning has been purposeful and authentic.

Woodwork has provided rich learning experiences and 

enabled the children to:

• investigate, explore, create and be active participants 

in their learning.

• take the lead in asking questions, taking risks and

finding solutions.

• understand the purpose of their learning.



Next Steps
The training and development of our woodworking areas has had a significant impact on the 

rest of the school. The Foundation Phase outdoor area has undergone significant changes as other

teachers work to reproduce the enthusiasm and engagement in other areas such as sand and 

water, role play and creative. 

Key Stage 2 have also developed outdoor areas and used Graham Neale to make saw horses and

other workbenches for our Forest Schools area.

We will continue to develop woodworking in the Early Years with the hope to bring it to 

nursery and also look towards implementing it in Years 3 and 4 next year. This will involve

more staff training and purchasing resources for this.


