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October 2022

• Ysgol yr Hafod, Johnstown is a medium 

sized school in a historic mining village on 

the outskirts of  Wrexham.

• We have 350 children on role from EE 

to Year 6 and a RPU.

• 7% ALN and 23% FSM

• We also welcomed the beginning of  our 

new 21st century school.



November 
2022

• As the builders moved on to 
one site, the Ks2 children 
had to be moved down to 
the FP site.

• The children watched in awe 
as the temporary 
classrooms were craned into 
position.

• This sparked an interest in 
building and construction.



December 2022 • As the landscape around the 

children changed, the schema of  

building and construction grew 

amongst the children and 'The 

Big Build' became our term topic.

• The call from GwE to be part of  

the woodwork team couldn't have 

come at a better time.

• Staff began their woodwork 

training.



January 2023

• The next challenge was to build a Woodwork 

area. Luckily the Headteacher's husband is a 

carpenter and he set to work creating a fabulous 

workbench.

• When creating the area we paid particular 

attention to the setting out, labelling and 

shadowing of  the tools and equipment ensuring 

the area is safe and enabling for the learners.



February 2023

• We were ready to roll! First up was Health and 

Safety.

• As a team we created a series of lessons 

both practical and teacher focused to ensure 

all 90 children in Later Phase are given the 

skills to safely use the area.



March – June 2023



Case Study

Before Woodwork

Child L is FSM and has a challenging home life. Controlling his 

behaviour and actions is a frequent issue for L and academically he does 

struggle. L has a poor perception of  himself  as a learner. L did not 

engage in any home learning during lockdown.

After Woodwork

L loves accessing the Woodwork area and enjoys the 121 time spent with 

the adult. He loves to talk about his creations and the processes taken to 

make his work. He takes his work home to share with parents. L's 

behaviour is becoming more regulated.



Impact

• Holistically I feel that the Woodwork area has made a big 
difference to the choice that we offer our children during 
Over to You time. I have observed previously challenging 
children; focussing, listening to instruction, being creative 
and sharing experiences with their peers.

• Whilst using this area all children are keen to explore their 
skills and persevere when things don't go to plan.

• The open-ended nature of  the Workshop allows children 
to explore their own interests and passions with the 
support of  a trained adult.

Parental feedback on Seesaw



Curriculum for Wales

• In Year 1 and 2, the children determine the topic of  study based on their 

interests and passions. The Curriculum for Wales and the Four Purposes 

support the school ethos and our way of  working. Levels of  pupil and staff  

well- being are high in our school because we all feel valued and listened to.

• The Woodwork area promotes cross disaplinary planning and collaboration 

with others and is inclusive to all learners. It also promotes innovation and 

creativity, with also having the scope for practitioners to push 

learning forward in a practical way.



Moving forward

• As our confidence and skills grow we 
intend to share the Woodwork area 
with other phases in the school and 
train up other members of  staff  too.

• To plan to move the Woodwork area 
to our newly built school, possibly 
make it larger to accommodate 
more makers.

• To continue to use our woodwork 
skills to explore topics and subjects 
which interest us.

• To continue to show our fantastic 
work on line and on social media 
platforms.


