
Session 2 - Progression in 
learning for the AoLE



This session aims to:

• Develop a shared understanding of the learning continuum.

• Consider approaches to planning and assessment.

• Explore effective pedagogical approaches within and beyond the 
AoLE.

Session 2 



Context of the CfW -New ways of thinking about the 
curriculum which are developing globally – Lucy Crehan
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The Learning Continuum – LLC AoLE- English



Planning for progression 



Considerations when designing a new 
curriculum – L Crehan ‘New Curricula turn’

Considerations when designing a new curriculum –
L Crehan ‘New Curricula turn’

Crehan suggests that there are three areas of curriculum design.

1) The high level concepts (covered by the CfW Framework - Four 
purposes, WMS and progression steps).
2) Middle layer concepts and content – decided by collaboration by 
school clusters (involving secondary and primary feeders) to design 
conceptual progression maps - to ensure progression, equity and 
coherence.
3) Contexts and associated context – localised school curricula 
decided by school. For example:



Principles of Progression

Five principles of progression underpin progression across all 
AoLEs. The Principles are as follows:

Increasing effectiveness
Increasing breadth and depth of knowledge
Deepening understanding of the ideas and disciplines within the 
areas
Refinement and growing sophistication in the use and application 
of skills
Making connections and transferring learning into new contexts



Curriculum for Wales

Whilst there is no blue print or preferred way of designing your curriculum, there are some 
pitfalls to avoid. 

Curriculum 
that is too 
full. Too 
much 
breadth 
and not 
enough 
time for 
depth.

Curriculum 
that focusses 
entirely 
upon the 
acquisition of 
knowledge.

Curriculum 
that focusses 
entirely on 
the 
development 
of skills.

Curriculum 
that is a 
series of 
unrelated 
information.

Lucy Crehan



What does beautiful look like? – Mark Burns  

What would it look like for 
a pupil at the end of the 

continuum? 

If you were to list all of the 
skills your pupils would 

confidently display to show 
their capability and 

creativity – what would 
they be? 

“What matters” 
statements!



What can pupils do when they reach their destination? 

At 16 a pupils who watches Greta Thunberg speak 
should be able to understands the use and effect of:

Empathy – audience
Clear viewpoint

Prosodic features – pauses, emphatic stress etc
Non-verbal communication features.

Syntactical structures
Vocabulary choices

Grammatical constructions
Register – idiomatic phrases?

Tone
Purpose

If shown the same video at 5, beautiful would be the 
ability to recognise that she is sharing her ideas on 

the environment and this may encourage them to ask 
questions which could lead to them talking about a topic 

they like

.

WMS 3



Progression in Learning

What it is What it isn’t

• Moving towards expert understanding

• More sophisticated way of thinking

• Gaining more expertise over a period of 
time

• Developing understanding and skills 
within a discipline

• Making clear connections between what 
comes before and after

• Vertical in structure

• Horizontal – currently  we describe learning 
horizontally e.g. What goes into Year 7 
curriculum?

• A body of content to be covered within a 
year

• Activity driven

• A single task

• A series of statements that get ticked off as 
you ‘pass’ or ‘fail’



Principles of planning 

Why are we teaching this?

• The freedom and flexibility for teachers to 
decide on what is best for their learners.

• Clear rationale

What elements need to be considered?

• Knowledge and understanding of all the 
elements of the curriculum guidance and how 
they fit together to bring about learning

How are we going to teach this?

• Deciding on the best teaching approaches to 
maximise learning for all

• Using assessment before, during, and after learning 
to ensure learners are making progress



Successful Futures 



Catherine Sinkinson – Ysgol Eirias

https://web.microsoftstream.com/video/464586ad-69cb-4510-a8a9-4d21f5caa0d3?referrer=https:%2F%2Fgwynedd.urlsand.com%2F


Helen Franklin – Ysgol Treffynnon



Helen Franklin – Ysgol Treffynnon



Descriptions of learning
Expressing ourselves through language 

is key to communication  

Progression step 1 

I can 
communicate 
meaning using 
extended 
speech and/or 
gesture.
I am beginning 

to use 
appropriate 
language to 
talk about 
events in the 
past and 
future.

Progression step 3 

I can adapt and 
manipulate 
language and 
make 
appropriate 
choices about 
vocabulary, idio
matic 
language and sy
ntax in order to 
express myself 
with fluency and 
clarity.

Progression step 5 

I can make 
informed 
choices about 
vocabulary 
and grammar 
to enhance 
my 
communicatio
n skills.

Progression step 2 

I can 
communicate 
using an 
increasingly 
varied and 
precise 
vocabulary.
I can use single 
and multi-clause 
sentences.
I can vary the 
types of 
sentences I use 
in my spoken 
language.

Progression step 4

I can make 
informed 
choices about 
vocabulary, idi
omatic 
language and
syntax in 
order to 
express myself 
with fluency, 
clarity and 
accuracy.



Descriptions of learning
Expressing ourselves through 

language is key to communication  

Progression step 3 

I can adapt and 
manipulate 
language and 
make 
appropriate 
choices about 
vocabulary,
idiomatic 
language and
syntax in order 
to express myself 
with fluency and 
clarity.

Progression step 5 

I can make 
informed 
choices about 
vocabulary and 
grammar to 
enhance my 
communication 
skills.

Progression step 4

I can make informed 
choices about 
vocabulary, idiomatic 
language and syntax
in order to express 
myself with fluency, 
clarity and accuracy.

???? ????



Elan Davies – Ysgol Gyfun Llangefni 



Elan Davies – Ysgol Gyfun Llangefni 



Planning for progression 



Planning to enable assessment



Literature expands horizons. In all its forms it can inspire and motivate us, while also helping us to 
learn more about language and communication.
This Area provides learners with literary experiences that can engage them as listeners, viewers, 
readers, narrators and creators. These experiences support them to appreciate a creator’s craft as well 
as develop their own creative skills. They should be encouraged to experience and respond to a 
variety of diverse literature that gives them insight into the culture, people and history of Wales 
as well as the wider world. Through this, as their understanding of their own and other people’s 
experiences, beliefs and cultures is enhanced, learners can develop their ability to demonstrate 
empathy. This in turn can contribute to their emotional and mental well-being. In all, the literary 
experiences offered aim to spark learners’ imagination and creativity and help to build a lifelong love of 
literature

WMS ‘Literature fires….’



Long term curriculum planning considerations 



In which year 7/8/9?

At which point in the year?

As part of which learning experience?

How will the learning experience be structured?

How will the learning experience build upon the prior learning/knowledge of the learners?

What will the objective of the learning experience be? What skill(s) will the students be developing?

How and where will I provide the opportunity for learners to develop their ability to respond personally to 
texts?

How and where will I provide the opportunity to encourage them to develop a sense of empathy?

How and where will the learning experience focus on fostering an appreciation the writer’s craft?

How and where will the learning process develop learners’ understanding that texts can elicit range of 
interpretations?

How will I be able to identify the progress that the learners have made and identify areas that require 
further consolidation in the future?

Where will the skills that I have identified as part of my bespoke curriculum provision, be revisited/built 
upon in order to develop depth and breadth in the learning experience and enable further progression?

Now I need to consider when and how I will deliver 
learning experiences using these literary texts for MY 

learners:







Elan Davies – Ysgol Gyfun Llangefni 



Elan Davies – Ysgol Gyfun Llangefni 



No

Considering cognitive science as part of effective planning –
How learning happens

Literacy and Language 
Acquisition

Build on authentic 
connections

Cultural Capital

Linking

Knowledge builds on 
knowledge

Connecting to 
experiencesFluency and Recall

Retrieval and Spaced 
Practice

Cognitive/memory 
overload

Dual coding

Schemas and 
memory 

Big Picture 

Problem Solving 

Knowledge builds on 
knowledge

Linking
Build on authentic 
connections

Use it or lose it 



12 Pedagogical Principles- CfW

• Focuses on the 4 purposes of the curriculum.
• Challenges pupils to sustain their efforts to reach high but achievable 

targets.
• Employs a broad repertoire of teaching approaches.
• Promotes problem solving, creative and critical thinking.
• Builds on previous knowledge and experience and engages pupils’ interest.
• Creates authentic contexts for learning.
• Employs assessment for learning principles.
• Makes connections within and across Areas of Learning and Experience.
• Reinforces Cross-curriculum responsibilities including literacy, numeracy 

and digital competence.
• Encourages pupils to take ownership of their own learning.
• Supports social and emotional development and positive relationships.
• Encourages collaboration.



How does the learning enable the achievement of the 
four purposes? 

Healthy and confident individuals 
• have the confidence to participate in 

performance – tone, gestures, pace… 
• are building their mental and 

emotional well-being by developing 
confidence, resilience and empathy –
developing an arguments… 

Ambitious, capable learners 
• can communicate effectively in 

different forms and settings, using both 
Welsh and English – vocabulary, 
grammar, syntactical choices…

Ethical, informed citizens
• find, evaluate and use evidence in 

forming views –balancing ideas, 
expressing a viewpoint, researching 
ideas. 

Enterprising, creative 
contributors
• express ideas and emotions through 

different media – building a argument, 
purpose, empathy…



Possible staged process to planning

What is your school vision 
and the contextual factors to 

consider?
What is your ‘endgame’?

Why do you want to develop 
this knowledge/skills? Link 

to school vision and the 
contextual factors.

How will you develop these 
skills/ this knowledge?

(resources, pedagogy, pupil 
voice input, authentic 

context etc?

How will you measure the 
progress that individual 
students have made?

How will you develop/build 
upon these skills and the 
knowledge that has been 
acquired, further in Year 

8/Year 9?



No

What have we learnt so far? 




