
CfW: Unpacking and 
understanding the AoLEs 
considerations for planning 



The session aims to:

 • Provide a brief overview of the Curriculum for Wales framework and the role 
of the statements of the what matters  
• Share the process of how practitioners have identified key concepts within 
the statements  
• Share how practitioners have developed these concepts through their 
curriculum
• Share practical examples of how school have started their planning process 
(using a variety of AOLEs as a focus) 

Link to previous training - Curriculum Design/Principles of Planning

E-mail Cwricwlwmigymru@gwegogledd.cymru  

Aims of the Session

http://cefnogaeth.gwegogledd.cymru/adnoddau-gwe/curriculum-for-wales/professional-learning/?lang=en


Gwe Support Centre Journey to Rollout 

http://cefnogaeth.gwegogledd.cymru/adnoddau-gwe/curriculum-for-wales/?lang=en
https://hwb.gov.wales/curriculum-for-wales/curriculum-for-wales-the-journey-to-curriculum-roll-out


Principles of planning 

Why are we teaching this?

What elements need to be considered?

How are we going to teach this?

• The freedom and flexibility for teachers to 
decide on what is best for their learners.

• Clear rationale

• Knowledge and understanding of all the 
elements of the curriculum guidance and 
how they fit together to bring about learning

• Deciding on the best teaching approaches to 
maximise learning for all

• Using assessment before, during, and after learning 
to ensure learners are making progress





Contents of the AOLE 



Ysgol Maes Hyfryd 

https://docs.google.com/file/d/1WNiOlEwZt0EqqrXd42GE2pMXXCLcC1ac/preview


Statements of What Matters

Curriulum for Wales - Hwb

https://hwb.gov.wales/curriculum-for-wales/


Statements of What Matters 
Expressive Arts

 
Health and Wellbeing

 
Humanities

 
 

Mathematics and 
Numeracy

 

Languages, Literacy & 
Communication

Science and 
Technology

 
Exploring the expressive arts is 
essential to developing artistic 
skills and knowledge and it 
enables learners to become 
curious and creative individuals 

Developing physical health and 
well-being has lifelong benefits 
 
 

Enquiry, exploration and 
investigation inspire curiosity 
about the world, its past, 
present and future 
 
 

The number system is used to 
represent and compare 
relationships between numbers 
and quantities 
 
 

Languages connect us 
 
 
 
 

Being curious and searching for 
answers is essential to 
understanding and predicting 
phenomena 
 
 

Responding and reflecting, both 
as artist and audience, is a 
fundamental part of learning in 
the expressive arts 

How we process and respond to 
our experiences affects our 
mental health and emotional 
well-being 
 
 

Events and human experiences 
are complex, and are perceived, 
interpreted and represented in 
different ways 

Algebra uses symbol systems to 
express the structure of 
mathematical relationships 
 
 
 

 
Understanding languages is key 
to understanding the world 
around us 
 
 

Design thinking and engineering 
offer technical and creative ways 
to meet society’s needs and 
wants 
 
 

Creating combines skills and 
knowledge, drawing on the 
senses, inspiration and 
imagination 
 

 
Our decision-making impacts on 
the quality of our own lives and 
the lives of others 
 

Our natural world is diverse and 
dynamic, influenced by 
processes and human actions 
 

Geometry focuses on 
relationships involving shape, 
space and position, and 
measurement focuses on 
quantifying phenomena in the 
physical world 

Expressing ourselves through 
languages is key to 
communication 
 
 

The world around us is full of 
living things which depend on 
each other for survival 
 
 

 
 
 

How we engage with social 
influences shapes who we are, 
and affects our health and 
well-being 

Human societies are complex 
and diverse, and shaped by 
human actions and beliefs 
 

Statistics represent data, 
probability models chance, and 
both support informed 
inferences and decisions 

Literature fires imagination and 
inspires creativity 
 

Matter and the way it behaves 
defines our universe and shapes 
our lives 
 
 

Healthy relationships are 
fundamental to our well-being 
 

Informed, self-aware citizens 
engage with the challenges and 
opportunities that face 
humanity, and are able to take 
considered and ethical action 

 
 

 
 

Forces and energy provide a 
foundation for understanding 
our universe 
 
 

  Computation is the foundation 
for our digital world 
 
 



Making sense of What Matters

Why does it 
matter?

Because …………………….
Responding and reflecting, both as artist and audience, is a 

fundamental part of learning in the expressive arts.

Developing physical health and well-being has lifelong 
benefits.

Informed, self-aware citizens engage with the challenges and opportunities 

that face humanity, and are able to take considered and ethical action.

Understanding languages is key to understanding the world 
around us. 

Geometry focuses on relationships involving shape, space and position, and 

measurement focuses on quantifying phenomena in the physical world. 



What Matter Statements - LLC

Languages connect us 

Expressing ourselves 
through languages is 
key to communication 

Literature fires 
imagination and 
inspires creativity 

Understanding 
languages is key to 
understanding the 
world around us 



Literature fires 
imagination and 
inspires creativity 

Literature expands horizons. In all its forms it can inspire and motivate us, while also helping us to 

learn more about language and communication.

This Area provides learners with literary experiences that can engage them as listeners, viewers, 

readers, narrators and creators. These experiences support them to appreciate a creator’s craft as 

well as develop their own creative skills. They should be encouraged to experience and respond 

to a variety of diverse literature that gives them insight into the culture, people and history of 

Wales as well as the wider world. Through this, as their understanding of their own and other 

people’s experiences, beliefs and cultures is enhanced, learners can develop their ability to 

demonstrate empathy. This in turn can contribute to their emotional and mental well-being. In 

all, the literary experiences offered aim to spark learners’ imagination and creativity and help to 

build a lifelong love of literature.

3 - 16
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Understanding languages is 
key to understanding the 
world around us 

Expressing ourselves 
through languages is key to 

communication 

Languages connect us 
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Humanities 
Health & 
Well-being 

Expressive 
Arts 



Ysgol Nant Y Groes

Ysgol Nant y Groes

https://prezi.com/view/EyRjcVqfwFw6xnrKttPN/
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Literature fires 
imagination and 
inspires creativity 

Literature expands horizons. In all its forms it can inspire and motivate 

us, while also helping us to learn more about language and 

communication.

This Area provides learners with literary experiences that can engage 

them as listeners, viewers, readers, narrators and creators. These 

experiences support them to appreciate a creator’s craft as well as 

develop their own creative skills. They should be encouraged to 

experience and respond to a variety of diverse literature that gives them 

insight into the culture, people and history of Wales as well as the wider 

world. Through this, as their understanding of their own and other 

people’s experiences, beliefs and cultures is enhanced, learners can 

develop their ability to demonstrate empathy. This in turn can 

contribute to their emotional and mental well-being. In all, the literary 

experiences offered aim to spark learners’ imagination and creativity 

and help to build a lifelong love of literature.
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Teachers and practitioners must use the 
Statements of What Matters  to…

select experiences, 

knowledge and skills

allow learners to explore 
topics and activities 

through different lenses

understand how learning 
should support learners’ 

progression

guide the 
development of 

curriculum content 

help learners to make sense of a 
range of experiences, knowledge 

and skills, focused around the 
fundamentals of each AoLE

Support learners to 
make sense of 
everything they learn 
throughout the 
continuum of learning







First Step…









Ysgol Glan Gele

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UiiEVbKcqb0


● Planning puts your vision, values and behaviours into practice

● Make planning purposeful - start with the why?

● Invest time and create the space to engage with the statements of what 

matters 

● Use the statements of what matters to guide the content of the curriculum

● Establish a shared understanding of the statement of what matters and 

progression within them

● Collaboration, within the school and across the cluster, is crucial

● Build in time to reflect and refine the planning process 

● Ensure learning experiences allow for breadth and depth 

● Planning should be flexible enough to respond to learners needs and interests 

Key Messages



Session 2
Progression in learning considerations for planning
Audience: All primary schools staff. Split into 3-8 and 8-11.
The session aims to:
● Provide ideas and learning regarding a shared understanding of the learning 

continuum
● Share examples of the process of how practitioners have considered approaches to 

planning and assessment
● Share practical examples of how schools have developed their planning process 

(using a variety of AOLEs as a focus)
● Include examples of planning for the AOLEs and how this transfers to classroom 

practice.
● Share how schools have considered planning for cross curricular skills

Link to GwE Support Centre - Networks 

What’s next?

http://cefnogaeth.gwegogledd.cymru/adnoddau-gwe/curriculum-for-wales/networks/?lang=en

