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Humanities 
Webinar

Webinar objectives:

By the end of this webinar you should have:

• An understanding of the mandatory elements of the Curriculum for 
Wales framework in relation to the Humanities

• Considered the principles of planning and key considerations for the 
Humanities

• Explored the pedagogical considerations within the 
‘Designing your curriculum’ section outlined in the AoLE guidance





The Four Purposes - All our children and young people will be supported to develop as:

ambitious, capable learners who:
• set themselves high standards and seek and enjoy challenge
• are building up a body of knowledge and have the skills to connect and apply 

that knowledge in different contexts
• are questioning and enjoy solving problems
• can communicate effectively in different forms and settings, using both Welsh 

and English
• can explain the ideas and concepts they are learning about
• can use number effectively in different contexts
• understand how to interpret data and apply mathematical concepts
• use digital technologies creatively to communicate, find and analyse information
• undertake research and evaluate critically what they find
and are ready to learn throughout their lives

enterprising, creative contributors who:
• connect and apply their knowledge and skills to create ideas and products
• think creatively to reframe and solve problems
• identify and grasp opportunities
• take measured risks
• lead and play different roles in teams effectively and responsibly
• express ideas and emotions through different media
• give of their energy and skills so that other people will benefit
and are ready to play a full part in life and work

ethical, informed citizens who:
• find, evaluate and use evidence in forming views
• engage with contemporary issues based upon their knowledge and values
• understand and exercise their human and democratic responsibilities and rights
• understand and consider the impact of their actions when making choices and 

acting
• are knowledgeable about their culture, community, society and the world, now 

and in the past
• respect the needs and rights of others, as a member of a diverse society
• show their commitment to the sustainability of the planet
and are ready to be citizens of Wales and the world

healthy, confident individuals who:
• have secure values and are establishing their spiritual and ethical beliefs
• are building their mental and emotional well-being by developing confidence, 

resilience and empathy
• apply knowledge about the impact of diet and exercise on physical and mental 

health in their daily lives
• know how to find the information and support to keep safe and well
• take part in physical activity
• take measured decisions about lifestyle and manage risk
• have the confidence to participate in performance
• form positive relationships based upon trust and mutual respect
• face and overcome challenge
• have the skills and knowledge to manage everyday life as independently as they 

can
and are ready to lead fulfilling lives as valued members of society .
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Cross-curricular Skills within the Humanities

LITERACY NUMERACY DIGITAL COMPETENCE

Cross-curricular Skills within the Humanities.pptx

https://hwbwave15-my.sharepoint.com/:p:/g/personal/robertsm1078_hwbcymru_net/EdkmrFf2Ss1Fgbtn3FvcAIoBfL5BXuPEQMINzwFyx-tUyA?e=XfJ3Wv




Religion, values and ethics

History
Geography
Social Studies

Business Studies
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Religion, Values & Ethics

Included in the guidance are the following sections:
- RVE Disciplines*
- Spiritual Development
- RVE and four purposes
- RVE Concepts*
- The RVE lens*
- Learner progression and Learning Journeys in RVE*



RVE Disciplines

Religion, 
Values 

and Ethics

religious 
studies

philosophy

theology

sociology

psychology

anthropology



RVE Concepts:



RVE Lens

Search for 
meaning and 

purpose

The natural 
world and 

living things

Identity and 
belonging

Authority and 
influence

Relationships 
and 

responsibility

Values and 
ethics

The journey 
of life

• deeper questions of life

• influence, continuity and change
• human quests and contributions

• care, concern and respect

• awe and wonder
• responsibility and action
• place and space

• what makes people who they are

• communities, contributions and 
diversity

• place, time and relationships

• authorities and influences

• experiences and interpretations
• choices and actions

• how people live together

• responsibilities and 
interconnectedness

• well-being, identity and inclusion  

• what people value 

• beliefs, actions and consequences
• decision-making

• Meaning, purpose and influence

• Life stages and events
• Physical and spiritual journeying



RVE Learning Journey 

Example learning journey 1: Search for meaning and purpose

Its about ‘Deeper Questions of Life’ 

At the early stages 

learners begin to 
ask deeper 
questions about 
themselves and 
others…

Further along 

they gather and 
discuss religious and 
non-religious 
insights and 
consider…

Later 

issues of truth, 
meaning, purpose 
and value can be 
shared, debated and 
evaluated…



Cross-cutting Themes and the Humanities

Local, national and international contexts

Careers and work-related experiences

Human rights education and diversity

Relationships and sexuality education

Religion, values and ethics

Cross-cutting Themes and the Humanities.pptx

https://hwbwave15-my.sharepoint.com/:p:/g/personal/robertsm1078_hwbcymru_net/EXb8ACwq1LBLkh2MUbXo6pwBu1PoOMueWBQ-jchpQknjUg?e=QPo7qT


Links with other AoLEs

Health and Well-being - How
citizenship is linked to social 

influences and how social 
influences affect citizenship; 

Food production and 
sustainability.

Expressive arts - The 
importance of expressive arts 
in shaping past and present 

culture and societies; 
Consider our culture and 

other cultures.

Languages, literacy and 
communication - Literature as 

evidence for and focus for 
enquiries; Identity and 
language; Discuss social 

issues.

Science and Technology - The 
nature of enquiry as it relates 

to Science and Technology; 
Perceptions of the natural 
world; Interpretations of 

scientific discoveries.

Mathematics and Numeracy -
Using qualitative data as 
evidence for enquiries; 

Represent data in graph form; 
Interpret a variety of graphs.

https://hwb.gov.wales/curriculum-for-wales/humanities/designing-your-curriculum/
Key%20links%20with%20other%20Areas


Humanities 
Webinar

Webinar objectives:

By the end of this webinar you should have:

• An understanding of the mandatory elements of the Curriculum for 
Wales framework in relation to the Humanities

• Considered the principles of planning and key considerations for the 
Humanities

• Explored the pedagogical considerations within the 
‘Designing your curriculum’ section outlined in the AoLE guidance



Curriculum design and curriculum planning: realising the 
school's vision

Key principles when 
selecting content:

• local, national and the 
wider world 
perspectives

• coverage/range
• coherence
• rigour
• focus
• sensitivity





Humanities

What will our area

be like in 50 years time?

(GwE 2022)

http://cefnogaeth.gwegogledd.cymru/adnoddau-gwe/curriculum-for-wales/networks/humanities/?lang=en
http://cefnogaeth.gwegogledd.cymru/adnoddau-gwe/curriculum-for-wales/networks/humanities/?lang=en
http://cefnogaeth.gwegogledd.cymru/adnoddau-gwe/curriculum-for-wales/networks/humanities/?lang=en
http://cefnogaeth.gwegogledd.cymru/adnoddau-gwe/curriculum-for-wales/networks/humanities/?lang=en


Humanities - What Matters Statements Concepts integral to the WMS

Enquiry, exploration and investigation inspire

curiosity about the world, its past, present and

future

Questioning; Evidence; Evaluation;
Ethics; Judgements.

Events and human experiences are complex, and

are perceived, interpreted and represented in

different ways

Seeking meaning; Representation,
Perspectives; Making judgements;
Interpretations; Significance;
Ultimate and Philosophical Questions; Validity.

Our natural world is diverse and dynamic, 

influenced by processes and human actions.

Interrelationships between humans and the natural
world; Cause and effect; Change and continuity; 
Significance; Place, space and phycial processes.

Human societies are complex and diverse, and

shaped by human actions and beliefs

Chronology; Change and
continuity; diversity; Cause and
effect; Interconnectedness; Community; Identity
and belonging; Authority and governance.

Informed, self-aware citizens engage with the 

challenges and opportunities that face humanity, 

and are able to take considered and ethical action

Citizenship; Authority and governance;
Interconnectedness; Justice and equality;
Enterprise; Rights, Social Action and Responsiblity.





Specific considerations for this Area

Local, national and the wider world perspectives

Coverage/range

Coherence

Rigour

Focus

Sensitivity

Humanities: Designing your curriculum - Hwb (gov.wales)

https://hwb.gov.wales/curriculum-for-wales/humanities/designing-your-curriculum/


Cynefin
“This is the place where we feel we belong, where the people and landscape around us are familiar, and the sights 
and sounds are reassuringly recognisable. Though it is often translated as ‘habitat’, cynefin is not just a place in a 
‘physical’ or geographical sense, it is the historical, cultural and social place which has shaped and continues to 
shape the community which inhabits it.”

Learners should be grounded in an understanding of the identities, landscapes and histories that come together to 
form their cynefin. This will not only allow them to develop a strong sense of their own identity and well-being, but 
to develop an understanding of others’ identities and make connections with people, places and histories elsewhere 
in Wales and across the world.



Integral skills in the Humanities

Creativity and 
innovation

Critical 
thinking 

and problem-
solving

Personal 
effectiveness

Planning 
and organising

Integral skills in the Humanities.pptx

https://hwbwave15-my.sharepoint.com/:p:/g/personal/robertsm1078_hwbcymru_net/EaMVTyxWHyxGqsrFu99iz2QB9kBdfA0UUE_EYxOi9UYMYg?e=KDKozH


Principles of progression in the Humanities

Increasing breadth 
and depth of 
knowledge

Increasing 
effectiveness as a 

learner

Deepening 
understanding of the 
ideas and disciplines

Refinement and 
growing sophistication 

in the use and 
application of skills

Making connections 
and transferring 

learning into new 
contexts

Principles of progression in the Humanities.pptx

https://hwbwave15-my.sharepoint.com/:p:/g/personal/robertsm1078_hwbcymru_net/ETFcw25z20FBnffOXUvKuj8BStpATb2F6V-_o3NyRZzNhw?e=4WcPnd
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Pedagogy is at the heart of the curriculum

• Schools should seek to develop a 
strong vision of learning and 
teaching which considers the ‘why’ 
and ‘how’ as well as the ‘what’

• Effective pedagogy relies on an in-
depth understanding of child and 
adolescent development. It 
involves exploring and reflecting 
on which teaching strategies will 
best support learning in a given 
context, and inquiring about the 
impact of this on learners.



12 pedagogical principles

4 overall purposes Sustained effort
Blend of 

approaches

Problem solving, 
creative, critical

Build on previous 
knowledge and 

generate interest
Authentic contexts

Assessment for 
Learning

Making 
connections within 

and across AoLE

Cross curricular 
responsibilities

Encourage to take 
increasing 

responsibility

Social and 
emotional 

development

Encourages 
Collaboration

Chapter 5Chapter 5

Implementation and
practical considerations

https://hwb.gov.wales/curriculum-for-wales/designing-your-curriculum/implementation-and-practical-considerations/
https://hwb.gov.wales/curriculum-for-wales/designing-your-curriculum/implementation-and-practical-considerations/


12 pedagogical principles – some examples

4 overa ll purposes Sustained effort
Blend of 

approaches

Problem solving, 
creative, cri tical

Bui ld on previous 
knowledge and 

generate interest
Authentic contexts

Assessment for 
Learning

Making connections 
within and 

across AoLE

Cross  curricular 
responsibilities

Encourage to take 
increasing 

responsibility

Social and 
emotional 

development

Encourages 
Col laboration

Problem solving, creative 
thinking, critical thinking
• Understanding the problem
• Gathering information
• Create hypothesis
• Planning an investigation
• Identifying success criteria
• Monitoring progress
• Reflecting on progress/outcome
• Analysis and synthesis
• Making connections
• Explore ideas
• Collaboration

Authentic contexts
• Meaningful
• Bringing 'the world into range'
• Engage with real life issues, the 

challenges and opportunities facing 
humanity (local, national and global)

• Access resources / explore sources
• Using external expertise
• Demonstrate application of learning

Encourage to take increasing responsibility
• Metacognition / 'learning to learn'
• Thinking strategically
• Using a structure to achieve a goal or solve a problem
• Identify improvements
• Personal learning
• Collaboration



Considerations for provision of learning 
experiences

A range of 
opportunities to 
learn outdoors.

A range of 
opportunities to 
visit and explore.

A range of 
opportunities to 

engage with 
people and 

places 
and experiences.

A range of 
opportunities to 

observe 
or participate.



What matters in the humanities
The first statement of what matters champions 
enquiry and discovery within the Area, while the 
second encourages learners to explore and 
consider how they and others view, interpret 
and represent human experiences.

The third and fourth statements of what matters 
focus on the key aspects of understanding in 
this Area, namely of people’s relationship with 
the natural world and with each other.

The final statement of what matters places a 
new emphasis on the individual’s role and 
action in response to the challenges and 
opportunities facing humanity.

Define

Identify 
parameter

Select and 
collect

Analyse and 
interpret

Review and 
Revise

Make sense of

Communicate



Enquiry, exploration and investigation inspire curiosity 
about the world, its past, present and future

Key concepts
• Questioning
• Think critically
• Reflect on evidence: 

gather, justify, present, 
analyse, evaluate

• Think creatively
• Improve methodology
• Ethical dilemmas
• Making judgements

How do we 'teach' these skills? e.g. posing questions, formulating a hypotheses, 
checking the validity of a source of information?



Events and human experiences are complex and are perceived, 
interpreted and represented in different ways

What is faith?
How do people show that they 
belong?
Why are places of worship so 
different?
Do we need rules for living?

What does a map tell us/not tell 
us?
What’s the best way to prevent 
flooding?
Are the people of Fairbourne
really the UK’s first climate 
change refugees?

Why have the people of Wales changed 
their minds about Sir Thomas Picton?
Why is there a Welsh window in a 
church in Birmingham Alabama?
Why are there so many recent 
examples of ‘Cofiwch Dryweryn’ across 
Wales?



Our natural world is diverse and dynamic, influenced by 
processes and human actions

Key concepts
• Relationship between 

humans and the natural 
world

• Cause and effect
• Change and continuity
• Significance
• Place and space
• Physical process

This  Photo by Unknown author is l icensed under CC 
BY-SA-NC.

https://www.flickr.com/photos/gwallter/50226133887
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/


Human societies are complex and diverse, and are shaped by 
human actions and beliefs

Key concepts
• Identity, heritage, cynefin
• Decisions and actions
• Processes
• Religious and non religious 

beliefs and world views
• Connections and inter-

relationships
• Tolerance and empathy

This  Photo by Unknown author is l icensed under CC 
BY-SA-NC.

http://croeso.typepad.com/croeso/paintings/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/


Informed, self-aware citizens engage with the challenges and 
opportunities that face humanity, and are able to 
take considered and ethical action

Key concepts
• Citizens of Wales and the 

world
• Justice
• Authority
• Sustainability
• Fair and inclusive society
• Socially active





Session 2: 24 June 2022

This session aims to:
•Develop a shared understanding of the learning continuum
•Consider approaches to planning and assessment
•Explore effective pedagogical approaches within and beyond the AoLE


