
Principles of 
Planning

Your vision, values 
and behaviours in 

practice



Objectives

• Understanding the principles of planning for 
learning within the Curriculum for Wales

• Understanding the principles of assessment 
and progression within the planning process

• Raise awareness of the key considerations 
that could underpin school choices

• Strengthen understanding of the curriculum 
guidance and how all of the elements are 
interconnected

• Making the connections between whole 
school curriculum design and planning across 
all AoLEs

• Exemplifying the process of planning with 
real school examples



The Journey 
to Rollout
Curriculum for Wales Guidance 

Journey to Rollout

https://hwb.gov.wales/curriculum-for-wales/
https://hwb.gov.wales/curriculum-for-wales/curriculum-for-wales-the-journey-to-curriculum-roll-out




Considerations prior to planning

• Who are we planning for? Is it purposeful?

• Are we building on prior learning and planning 
for progression?

• Does our planning align with the 3 purposes of 
assessment and the 5 principles of 
progression? GwE  Progression and 
Assessment Support

• How do we build in sufficient flexibility? How 
can planning be responsive to learners and 
their contexts?

• Have we built in opportunities for co-
construction? Key Principles 

• How will we evaluate and review the impact of 
our planning?

http://cefnogaeth.gwegogledd.cymru/adnoddau-gwe/curriculum-for-wales/networks/cynnydd-ac-asesiad/?lang=en
https://hwb.gov.wales/curriculum-for-wales/curriculum-for-wales-the-journey-to-curriculum-roll-out


Principles of planning 

Why are we teaching this?

What elements need to be considered?

How are we going to teach this?

• The freedom and flexibility for teachers to 
decide on what is best for their learners.

• Clear rationale

• Knowledge and understanding of all the 
elements of the curriculum guidance and how 
they fit together to bring about learning

• Deciding on the best teaching approaches to 
maximise learning for all

• Using assessment before, during, and after learning 
to ensure learners are making progress



Immersion days
Focus weeks

Enquiry – Big Questions 'In the moment' 
planning

Themes mapped 
over time

Topic/themes



St Asaph VP Infant School



Big Question: If we moved to a new planet, what would we 
need to survive there?

SWM: The world around us is full of living things which 
depend on each other for survival.

By recognising the diversity of living things and how they 
interact with their environment, learners can develop an 
understanding of how these have evolved over significant 
periods of time. All living things require specific conditions 
and resources to survive and they may have to compete with 
other organisms to do so. Humans form part of the living 
world and our decisions and actions, along with natural 
selection, can have a significant impact on the diversity of 
life. Knowing about the structures and functions of living 
things enables learners to understand how these things 
grow, develop and reproduce successfully. Developing an 
understanding of the factors which affect the health and 
success of organisms allows us to make informed 
decisions about our physical health and how we impact the 
natural world, including about the prevention and 
treatments of diseases.



• What do animals need to survive?

• Would we need to take other plants 
and animals with us ?

• Possible Investigations – fair test on 
what do plants need to survive?

• What would be the best plants to 
take with us?

• Would we need new medicines?

• What health threats might there 
be?

Sub
Questions



• Hook

• AoLE

• Statements of what matters

• Progression Steps

• Skills, knowledge, experience

• Pedagogy

• Local context

• Pupil Voice

• Integral skills

• Cross cutting themes

• 4 purposes

• Cross curricular skills



Progression and assessment
• Progression in learning is a process of increasing 

depth, sophistication, engagement and learner 
control, rather than of covering a body of content

• Understanding how learners progress is critical to 
learning and teaching and should inform curriculum 
design, classroom planning and assessment.

• Assessment must be an ongoing process that is 
embedded within day-to-day planning and practice as 
it is fundamental to the learning process

• Five principles of progression underpin progression 
across all AoLEs

Enabling Learning

Supporting Learner Progression

GwE Progression and Assessment Workshop and Resources

https://hwb.gov.wales/curriculum-for-wales/designing-your-curriculum/implementation-and-practical-considerations/
https://hwb.gov.wales/curriculum-for-wales/assessment-arrangements/supporting-learner-progression-assessment-guidance/
http://cefnogaeth.gwegogledd.cymru/adnoddau-gwe/curriculum-for-wales/networks/cynnydd-ac-asesiad/?lang=en


Learning and teaching should be informed by sound 
evidence and expertise. This should include:

• disciplinary-specific expertise which will become 
increasingly relevant in developing a curriculum as learners 
progress
• evidence and expertise shared through local, cluster, 
regional and national networks 
• partnership with further and higher education
• understanding gained from high-quality educational 
research and evidence
• learning from professional inquiry
• relevant information about learners and their 
communities
• professional learning

Practical Considerations

National Strategy for Educational Research and Enquiry  

Using 
evidence and 
expertise

https://hwb.gov.wales/curriculum-for-wales/designing-your-curriculum/implementation-and-practical-considerations/
https://gov.wales/national-strategy-educational-research-and-enquiry-nsere-vision-document-html


Examples from schools – planning in action





Key points
• Planning should lead towards the 

realisation of the 4 purposes
• Plan rich learning experiences to allow 

breadth and depth of learning
• Shared understanding of the purpose of 

planning
• Purpose led learning (not activity 

led). Start with the WHY?
• Assessment and progression 

throughout teaching and learning 
process

• Consider the local context – can 
partners in the community contribute?

• Integrate the Welsh dimension
• Balance between knowledge, skills and 

experiences
• Opportunities for pupil voice



Things to avoid 
when planning

• Including things where they don’t naturally sit 
(make sure the learning is authentic and 
purposeful).

• Repeating similar activities in different year groups 
without clear progression 

• Overcomplicating planning – keep it purposeful 

• Avoid creating systems which promote superficial 
coverage without ensuring depth of 
learning. Progression in learning, rather than 
coverage of content, is at the heart of CfW.

• Just placing assessment at the end of the planning 
process.

• Sticking with things that aren't working – make time 
to plan, do, review



Next Steps:

• Further training on AOLE specific planning

• Further guidance on elements which make up the curriculum

• Examples of planning on GwE Curriculum for Wales page under 
‘Networks’.

GwE Curriculum for Wales Support/Resources 

http://cefnogaeth.gwegogledd.cymru/adnoddau-gwe/curriculum-for-wales/networks/?lang=en

