
 

 

 Ysgol y Bryn’s Curriculum 
 
 

A coherent curriculum is one where learning experiences, knowledge and skills are sequenced and woven together such that students form a deep 
understanding both within and between the various subjects and knowledge domains. 
 
Our vision was developed by the school community - our learners, parents, local community, governors and staff. 
 
It is shared and promoted through: the school council and tutorials, the school’s website, Facebook, bulletins, the community newspaper, Curriculum and 
quality sub-committee discussions, the governing body and our staff’s professional groups.  

 
Key considerations 

It is important that we consider these questions when designing a curriculum. 

• Why do we teach? 
• What do we teach? 
• How do we teach? 
• What is the most effective curriculum structure in order to achieve that vision? 
• How does the curriculum meet the required elements set out in this national framework, beginning with the four purposes?  

 
 
 
 



 

 

What kind of school are we? 
 

The school's usual processes for making judgments about the nature and context of the school were used as the basis for identifying a suitable 
curriculum. The arrangements below have been used to engage effectively with key stakeholders, namely learners, parents, carers, governors, the 
professional community and the wider community.  
 

• Pupils’ forum. 

• Pupil questionnaire. 

• Parents’ forum and parent questionnaire. 

• Governing body discussions.  

• Scrutiny arrangements in place and the impact of pedagogy on learners' 
standards.  

• Arrangements for reflection on learning, including lesson observations, learning 
journeys and the impact of pedagogy on learners' standards.  

• National Healthy Schools questionnaire. 

• Feedback from GwE and former headteachers’ comments. 

 
The school's evaluation arrangements were adapted two years ago, using the four purposes as the main basis. The curriculum will be kept under review, 
using the above processes as a sound basis for identifying necessary reforms. The impact of provision on learning and progress is what measures success. 
 

Principles such as Nurturing Schools, Growth Mindset, Shirley Clarke, Tom Sherrington, Barrack Rosenshine and working with the primary sector have 
significantly influenced the school’s path as a learning organisation on the journey to introduce a Curriculum for Wales.  

 
  

 
        



 

 

 
Ysgol y Bryn 

 
 
The community 

• We serve a rural and urban area of a Welsh nature. There is a strong community spirit in the area and there are a number of long-established and 
active community enterprises that inspire. The area has outstanding features, including Welsh culture at its best, with musical, creative and sporting 
skills of all kinds. 

• There are many professional jobs and opportunities in the area. This number is increasing due to adjustments to virtual working arrangements. There 
are also the challenges of social deprivation, particularly for some individuals and families. 

• Parents in the area want the best for their children and want them to leave school with the best possible educational, personal and social skills to 
face the challenges of further education and work successfully. Not all parents have the skills, the conditions at home or the resources to ensure that 
their children have the appropriate stability and support to acquire these skills. 

 
 
The school 

• Our pupils think of school as a safe haven. Learners are happy at school and enjoy the ethos of the school. Good relationships between pupils and 
staff are important to staff, pupils and the community. 

• All our pupils want to improve their skills and succeed both personally and educationally. For many, having the motivation and determination to do 
this successfully is challenging. 

• Incomers arriving in the area are assimilated effectively. Learners joining the school in years 7-9 usually achieve higher first language GCSEs in Welsh 
and Welsh Literature. 

• Covid's challenges have left their mark in terms of attendance, behaviour, social and personal skills. 

• Many pupils have sound skills. Many pupils continue to develop literacy, digital literacy, numeracy and personal skills. 

• The principles of learning and support such as Shirley Clarke’s research, Nurturing Schools and Growth Mindset are important to us. 

• Continuing to stabilise and embed personal skills in a safe and supportive environment is important to us.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 Ysgol y Bryn’s aim and vision 
Our vision - not an idea but a collective force in our hearts. This is a simple statement that underpins our principles of planning and implementation. This 
is the constant driving force that guides and inspires us in promoting and managing priorities of all kinds. We use the four purposes as a solid starting 
point, ensuring that we encompass everyone in the school community, including pupils, teachers, leaders, governors and parents.  

Aim of the school 
Our aim as a school is to prepare our learners for their lives by laying a solid foundation for them. The school will offer this foundation through the 
curriculum, the ethos we maintain, our teaching methods and through the acquisition of learning skills, values and personal and social skills.  

The school’s objectives. 
1. To support our learners to become: 

• ambitious, capable learners who are ready to learn throughout their lives 

• enterprising, creative contributors who are ready to play a full part in life and work 

• principled, informed citizens of Wales and the world 

• healthy, confident individuals who are ready to lead fulfilling lives as valued members of society. 

2. To transfer culture, which is the very best that humanity has achieved both materially and intellectually, giving due prominence to our local and national 
heritage.  

3. To promote the development of skills which will nurture independent individuals, towards employment and towards the mastery of skills that will be 
valuable in terms of physical and mental health and well-being and of recreational, social, mental and spiritual value, namely: 

• Personal core skills: Developing resilience; life skills; confidence, working independently, motivation; the ability to believe in ourselves, 
determination, collaboration. 

• Values: Foster self-respect, respect for others (whatever their race, sexuality, background), pride in the community and values of citizenship. 

• Promoting core learning skills: Developing literacy, numeracy, digital competency, reasoning, problem solving, revision skills.  

4. To create a broad, balanced and relevant curriculum for all pupils without discrimination on the basis of race, gender or ability. We present our 
curriculum in a holistic way, basing provision, on the one hand, on a mature knowledge of the pupils recognising the challenge to extend horizons 
and, on the other hand, on an informed knowledge of the town's post-industrial catchment community, the Welsh rural catchment area, the area’s 
community-based nature, the challenges of local deprivation and the unique strengths of the area's community ethos.  

 
5. To ensure that learner voice is central to the development of our vision in order to support them in achieving the four purposes. 

6. To embrace the idea that the ethos of a school means the feel and atmosphere of the school i.e. a welcoming, supportive school, an island in the midst 
of some learners' life challenges and an enjoyable, exciting and happy experience for all learners. 



 

 

7. To ensure that the pupil-teacher relationship is central to our vision, one that recognises the principle of learner equity as a more mature and intelligent 
principle than equal opportunities, and one that respects the principles of ‘Nurturing Schools’, namely: 

• The importance of change in children's lives. 

• Children's learning is understood developmentally. 

• The classroom provides a secure foundation. 

• The importance of nurturing and encouragement for the development of well-being. 

• Language is an essential means of communication. 

• All behaviours are a means of communication. 

8. To provide high quality teaching with regard to the current mindset of ensuring the success of all pupils and committing to the principles of schools as 
learning organisations in jointly planning our development. 

9. To ensure the highest standards. 

 

 
  



 

 

Research  
If we are to realise the opportunities offered by the reform programme we must think deeply about purpose and highlight matters of curriculum design, 
pedagogy and assessment that must be addressed. 
 
During the period 2019-2022 Ysgol y Bryn has used the arrangements below to carry out appropriate research and share effective practice. 

 
• Investigations arising from annual professional interviews - see detailed agenda. 

• Presentations, investigations and brainstorming workshops and feeding back to the 12 pedagogical principles. 

• Through virtual arrangements, discussion and brainstorming with the SLT within and beyond North Wales. 

• External presentations and cascading in school. 

• Staff membership of GwE workshops and cascading at the school. 

• Collaboration within and especially between AOLE. 

• An initial evaluation of skill levels, used to inform a programme of group workshops and individual mentoring to improve staff digital skills and 
understanding of blended learning. 

• Guidance programme on teaching literacy, incorporated within learning areas. 

• Guidance programme on teaching numeracy, incorporated within learning areas. 

• Joint planning and implementation of cross-curricular projects.  
 

The Four Purposes 
The Curriculum for Wales’ Four Purposes are at the heart and core of Ysgol y Bryn’s curriculum. This underpins all aspects of our curriculum design, planning and 
teaching. Our vision and values as a school support the 4 purposes. Our learning experiences and teaching methods will always aim to achieve the following.  
Ambitious, capable learners ... who are 
ready to learn throughout their lives, 
and who: 

Enterprising, creative contributors ... 
who are ready to play a full part in life 
and work, and who:  
 

Principled, informed citizens ... who 
are ready to be citizens of Wales and 
the world, and who:  
 

Healthy, confident individuals ... who 
are ready to lead fulfilling lives as 
valued members of society, and who 
are developing:  

set high standards for themselves • 
enjoy challenge and problem solving • 
develop knowledge and skills and apply 
them in different contexts • are able to 
discuss their learning confidently • are 
able to communicate in Welsh and 
English, • are able to use maths and 
number and digital technologies 
effectively  

think creatively • relate and apply their 
knowledge and skills to create, adapt 
and solve problems • identify 
opportunities and capitalise on them • 
are confident to take the initiative • 
lead and work together in teams • 
express their ideas and emotions in 
different ways • use their energy and 
skills for the benefit of others  
 

make judgments and discuss issues 
based on their knowledge and values • 
understand and exercise their 
responsibilities and human rights • 
understand and consider the impact of 
their actions • know about their culture 
and community, • know about society 
and the world past and present • 
respect the needs and rights of others 
as a member of a diverse society • see 
that they have a role to play in ensuring 
the sustainability of the planet  

physical and mental health and safety, • 
relationships based on respect and trust 
• personal values • skills and 
independence to deal with everyday life 
• ability to face and overcome 
challenges  
 



 

 

 

Teaching 
Ysgol y Bryn is a learning organisation. This means that we are constantly researching and learning about effective teaching and place great importance on 
professional learning and research-based practice to develop and improve our teaching skills. This is our way forward. 
 

Excellent teaching is essential if we are to achieve the 4 purposes, our vision as a school and the requirements of the Curriculum Framework. Ensuring a first-class 
learning environment is key to the school, learners and practitioners. Consistency of ethos in all classes across the school is vital to us in ensuring a safe and 
stimulating environment for our learners to take risks, make mistakes confidently and learn in an atmosphere of mutual respect and appreciation of everyone's 
efforts. We continually consider, share and develop our teaching methods, based on our understanding of the 12 pedagogical principles set out in the Curriculum 
Framework and based on the methods we find successful in this school. 
 

As we develop Curriculum for Wales at Ysgol y Bryn, experimenting and innovating confidently as practitioners is very important to us and we will work closely within 
the school and with the primary cluster to ensure learning experiences and the best teaching we can offer our learners.  

 

The 12 Pedagogical Principles  
1. 1. maintains a consistent focus on the overall purposes 

of the curriculum 
 

The school's professional and investigative learning programme has addressed these aspects in order to 
increase staff confidence and skills for effective implementation. 

• Identifying the boundary between high but achievable expectations has been an SDP priority, mainly 
learners at the top and bottom of the ability range. 

• The piloting of whole-year projects and in particular the series of creative learning projects funded by 
the Arts Council has been very useful in improving our understanding, on the one hand, of the 
fundamentals of problem-solving skills, creative skills and the ability to think critically successfully and 
on the other hand, of using effective creative learning methods. 

• Planning whole-year cross-curricular projects has been useful in improving our understanding of the 
basics of creating authentic contexts. 

• We have learned valuable lessons during our recent research and pilot work on the benefits of working 
within AOLE and in particular, and perhaps more so, on collaboration within AOLE. 

• Valuable liaison work with the primary sector has been central to ensuring consistency of transition – 
the transitional arrangement of one to two days per week from Whitsun onwards for yr. 6 has been very 
beneficial. 

• Detailed investigative work has been undertaken on short-term and long-term recall - led by the English 
department. 

• The school continues to focus on ensuring whole-school consistency in providing useful, specific and 
positive feedback and giving clear guidance on how to improve further. 

1. 2. challenges all learners by encouraging them to 
recognise the importance of sustained effort in meeting 
expectations that are high but achievable for them 
 

1. 3. means employing a blend of approaches including 
direct teaching 
 

1. 4. means employing a blend of approaches including 
those that promote problem-solving, creative and 
critical thinking 
 

1. 5. sets tasks and selects resources that build on 
previous knowledge and experience and engage 
interest 
 

1. 6. creates authentic contexts for learning 
 



 

 

1.     
 

• High level work on the ‘Nurturing Schools' agenda has been central to promoting whole school 
consistency by staff in implementing this agenda. 

• The school considers that a combination of a wide range of teaching methods is important in ensuring 
motivation and responding to learners' needs. We seek to ensure consistency of teaching principles, not 
consistency of approach. Our involvement with aspects of Growth Mindset work, Shirley Clarke’s 
research, Tom Sherrington, Barrack Rosenshine has made a strong contribution to our pedagogical 
thinking. 

• Challenges with regard to achieving the goal have increased with Covid. 

• Cross-curricular skills are detailed below.  

1. 8. ranges within and across Areas 
 

1. 9. regularly reinforces the cross-curricular skills of 
literacy, numeracy and digital competence, and 
provides opportunities to practise them 
 

1. 10. encourages learners to take increasing responsibility 
for their own learning 
 

1. 11. supports social and emotional development and 
positive relationships 
 

1. 12. encourages collaboration 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Statements of What Matters for the 6 Areas of Learning and Experience 
We will develop the skills and concepts within the 27 Statements of What Matters in the AOLEs during our pupils' time in the school. When we revisit we 

will extend and deepen these skills and concepts to ensure that progression in learning is appropriate to our learners' developmental stages. 
 

We will work together to ensure a continuum of learning between primary, secondary, post-16 to ensure appropriate progression in the teaching and 
learning. 

Expressive Arts Health and Well-being Humanities 
Mathematics and 

Numeracy 
Languages, Literacy and 

Communication 
Science and Technology 

Exploring the expressive arts 
is essential to developing 
artistic skills and knowledge 
and it enables learners to 
become curious and creative 
individuals. 

Developing physical health 
and well-being has lifelong 
benefits.  

 

Enquiry, exploration and 
investigation inspire 
curiosity about the world, its 
past, present and future. 

 

The number system is used 
to represent and compare 
relationships between 
numbers and quantities. 

 

Languages connect us. 

 

Being curious and searching 
for answers is essential to 
understanding and 
predicting phenomena. 

 

Responding and reflecting, 
both as artist and audience, 
is a fundamental part of 
learning in the expressive 
arts. 

How we process and 
respond to our experiences 
affects our mental health 
and emotional well-being. 

Events and human 
experiences are complex, 
and are perceived, 
interpreted and represented 
in different ways. 

Algebra uses symbol 
systems to express the 
structure of mathematical 
relationships. 

Understanding languages is 
key to understanding the 
world around us.  

Design thinking and 
engineering offer technical 
and creative ways to meet 
society’s needs and wants. 

Creating combines skills and 
knowledge, drawing on the 
senses, inspiration and 
imagination. 

 

Our decision-making 
impacts on the quality of 
our lives and the lives of 
others. 

 

Our natural world is diverse 
and dynamic, influenced by 
processes and human 
actions. 

 

Geometry focuses on 
relationships involving 
shape, space and position, 
and measurement focuses 
on quantifying phenomena 
in the physical world. 

Expressing ourselves 
through languages is key to 
communication. 

 

The world around us is full 
of living things which 
depend on each other for 
survival. 

 
 How we engage with social 

influences shapes who we 
are and affects our health 
and well-being.  

Human societies are 
complex and diverse, and 
shaped by human actions 
and beliefs. 

Statistics represent data, 
probability models chance, 
and both support informed 
inferences and decisions. 

Literature fires imagination 
and inspires creativity. 

 

Matter and the way it 
behaves defines our 
universe and shapes our 
lives. 

 Healthy relationships are 
fundamental to our well-
being.   

 

Informed, self-aware 
citizens engage with the 
challenges and 
opportunities that face 
humanity, and are able to 
take considered and ethical 
action. 

  Forces and energy provide a 
foundation for 
understanding our universe.  

     Computation is the 
foundation for our digital 
world. 

 



 

 

 

Ysgol y Bryn Year 7 Curriculum – AOLEs 
1. The design of each AOLE is based on the four purposes, statements of what matters, and the principles of progression. 
2. The design of each AOLE also contributes to the integral skills, cross-curricular skills and the cross-cutting themes and mandatory elements. 
3. The termly cross-curricular project will also contribute to the above. 
4. All subjects use creative teaching methods to present their programme of work. This work will be developed further as topics collaborate between AOLE e.g. Art and 

the English department. 
5. Educational trips/visits, incorporated into the work programme. 

 Delivery approach Possible experiences 

Health and 
Well-being 

Integrated 
approach 

 
All subjects. 

 
High level 

contribution from 
PE. 

Technology. 
  Science. 

Personal Education. 

An integrated whole-school approach involving significant work to map learning experiences and impact. 
1. Year and class assembly presentations. 
2. Weekly tutorial presentations, workshops and discussions focussing on e.g., resilience, willingness to learn, emotional well-

being 
3. One well-being activity day each term - incorporated into the rest of the programme. 
4. Regular (weekly) circle time sessions. 
5. External visits and presentations by a range of visitors e, g. school nurse, ‘Cwmni Bro’, green town, councillors, members of the 

GB. 
6. Maintain teaching standards and support 'Nurturing Schools'. 
7. Maintain standards of 'Trauma Informed Schools' support. 
8. Music, Art and PSE subjects are rotated (carousel) to ensure a higher number of lessons each week. The aim is to reduce the 

number of teachers teaching Yr. 7. Thus, the number of teachers teaching year 7 at a certain point has now reduced to 8-10. 
9. Community and humanitarian projects. 

Expressive Arts 

 
Multidisciplinary 

approach 
 

High level: 
PE. 
Art. 

Music. 
Lower level: 
All subjects 

A multidisciplinary approach based on the contribution of specific subjects and collaborative work within and between AOLE. 
1. Music: Musical performances, extra-curricular activities, instrumental and vocal lessons. 
2. Art: Collaborating with artists in residence and community projects. The work of the art department over the past 3 years in 

collaborating with subject areas has helped to ensure a whole school understanding and confidence in creative teaching. 
3. PE: Collaboration with local gymnastics club and other local clubs, dance arrangements. 

Humanities 

Multidisciplinary 
approach 

 
 

Humanities 

A multidisciplinary approach where History, Geography and Religious Education are integrated within the field of Humanities. 
1. One teacher teaches all but one Humanities lessons. One teacher teaches one digital skills lesson based on the Humanities 

context. This to ensure digital proficiency at the beginning of secondary school. Arrangements in place since September 2019. 
2. Teaching methods are based on big questions and the local, national and wider contexts. 
3. For one group, one teacher teaches Humanities and Welsh - increasing progression and reducing the number of teachers. 
4. Collaborating on a series of specific tasks with other AOLE. 



 

 

Mathematics 
and Numeracy 

Mainly disciplinary 
approach 

 
 
 

Mathematics 

Mainly a disciplinary approach. There are cross-curricular responsibilities for promoting numeracy and there is collaboration with 
other AOLE. 
1. To ensure progress in any mathematics learning, the 5  proficiencies will be developed and connected and will also develop 

over time. 
2. The programme emphasizes holistic experiences. e.g., Setting a context when planning a Christmas fair, including fractions 

and percentages skills, running a stall and calculating profits; introducing negative numbers below freezing point; using games 
as the basis for a unit on probability. 

3. Some specific tasks may be jointly planned with other AOLE. There is a whole unit of joint planning with the Science AOLE. 
4. The Arts Council's creative projects result in a high level of creative approaches being used to teach and enhance creativity.  
5. One weekly AOLE lesson has been allocated for team preparation since Whitsun 2021. 

Languages, 
Literacy and 

Communication 

Disciplinary 
approach 

 
Welsh 
English 
French 

Disciplinary approach and integrated provision. 
1. Collaboration to plan the introduction of aspects of language between the Welsh, English and French departments including: 

• Language acquisition methodology. 

• Translanguaging. 

• Collaboration on similar skills in GCSE specifications. 
2. Other departments are given support to pilot alternative approaches to promoting language acquisition. Good practice on 

internalizing language is shared with all other departments. All departments are given support to use recommended methods. 
3. All areas of learning use effective methods to teach pupils with very low literacy skills. 
4. All areas of learning focus on accurate communication and use of appropriate tone when communicating digitally. 

Science and 
Technology 

Multidisciplinary 
approach 

 
Science 

Technology 

Multidisciplinary approach. 
The programme emphasizes holistic experiences working with a number of departments, e.g., with the English department on 
Frankenstein and electricity (2 subjects that someone wouldn't associate together, working well). The entire unit was co-designed 
with the Maths department. 
1. Use of STEM within the scheme of work. 
2. The Arts Council’s creative projects have significantly helped to enhance the use of creativity in learning. 
3. Emphasis is placed on practical physics in presenting Technology. 
4. One weekly AOLE lesson has been allocated for team preparation since Whitsun 2021. 

 

           
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Ysgol y Bryn Year 7 Curriculum – Cross-curricular skills 

We will plan for the development of the following cross-curricular skills within and across the Areas of Learning and Experience using 
existing national frameworks. 

 
We will continue to work together to ensure a continuum of learning in the cross-curricular skills between primary, secondary, post-16 to 

ensure appropriate progression for our learners. 

 Possible experiences 

Multidisciplinary, 
interdisciplinary and 

integrated approaches 
and notes 

Tutorial 
(integrated) 

Cross-curricular projects 
(interdisciplinary) 

Notes 

Literacy 

• Language lessons. 

• Each subject has specific 
responsibilities to promote: 

o Subject and basic 
terminology in both English 
and Welsh. 

o Core language syntax. 
o Specific aspects of the 

literacy framework. 

The school runs a whole 
school literacy campaign 
for a period of two weeks 
each half term. They are 

incorporated within 
individual subject areas. 

They are further 
promoted within morning 

assemblies. 

One weekly tutorial slot is 
used to promote literacy. 

Over a year, all cross-
curricular projects will 

promote specific 
literacy, numeracy, and 

digital competency 
skills. Within each 

individual project there 
will be a particular focus 

of developing certain 
strands within the 

frameworks 

There is a whole-school working 
language response code. 

Support for all teachers was 
provided by the literacy co-

ordinator to ensure that tasks 
are incorporated within subjects 

and not dragged into them. 

Numeracy 

• Maths Lessons. 
o The following areas have a 

specific responsibility to 
promote aspects of 
numeracy based on the 
numeracy framework: 
Mathematics; Science; 
Technology; Geography; 
Physical Education. 

 
Each area has a responsibility to 
promote mastery of common 
aspects of the numeracy 
framework. 

The school operates 
numeracy nurseries to 
support specific pupils. 

 
Support for all areas of learning 
was provided externally by GwE. 

Digital Competency 
(DC) 

Each subject has specific 
responsibilities to promote: 
• specific aspects of the DC. 

• common DC standards 

• the quality of communication 
when using the DC. 

  

Since 2020 weekly digital 
competency workshops have 
been provided for staff 
throughout each lockdown 
period. An initial checklist 
measuring staff skill levels for 88 
digital skills was used as a 
starting point. The journey on 



 

 

the basics of digital and holistic 
learning pedagogy was 
completed. 
 
The school has completed 360 
Digi Cymru and 360 Safe Cymru 
evaluations and identified areas 
for action. 

 

Ysgol y Bryn Year 7 Curriculum – Cross-cutting themes 
We will include and extend the themes below across the curriculum. 

It is ensured that these are presented in a coherent way by confirming specific promotion and coordination responsibilities. 

 
Leader / co-

ordinator AOLE Whole school experiences 
Tutorial and health 

education 
Multidisciplinary 

Cross-curricular 
projects 

(interdisciplinary) 

Relationships and 
sexuality education 

Health and well-
being Coordinator 

AOLE leads 

High level contribution:  
Science; Personal Education; 

PE; Food and nutrition. 
Lower-level contribution: All 
subjects depending on the 

context of the learning. 

Class and whole year 
morning assembly 

presentations. 
Termly well-being day. 

Takes place within Yr.7 
tutorial and health 

education programme 

In Year 7, all areas will 
be included in at least 
one cross-curricular 

project. 

Human rights 
education and the UN 

Convention on the 
Rights of the Child 

Head of year 
AOLE leads 

High level contribution:  
Humanities; Languages; Food 

and nutrition; Science. 

Class and whole year 
morning assembly 

presentations. 
Termly well-being day. 

Takes place within Yr.7 
tutorial and health 

education programme 

Diversity 

Head of year 
AOLE leads High level contribution:  

All subjects. 

Class and whole year 
morning assembly 

presentations. 
Termly well-being day. 

Takes place within Yr.7 
tutorial and health 

education programme 

Careers and work-
related experiences 

Head of year 
 

High level contribution:  
All subjects. 

Class and whole year 
morning assembly 

presentations. 

Takes place within Yr.7 
tutorial and health 

education programme 

Local, national and 
international contexts 

All teachers apply 
the principles. 

This approach underpins the 
teaching of all subjects. 

Class and whole year 
morning assembly 

presentations. 

Takes place within Yr.7 
tutorial and health 

education programme 

 
 
 



 

 

Ysgol y Bryn Year 7 Curriculum – mandatory elements of the curriculum 
The school addresses in detail the mandatory elements of the curriculum when planning. The school's policies for these areas detail our 
intentions. 

 
Lead / co-
ordinator 

 

Religion, values 
and ethics 

Health and 
Well-being 

Coordinator 
 

Humanities 
AOLE 

• Yr. 7 Humanities lessons. 

• One well-being activity day each term - incorporated into the whole school curriculum. 

• Tutorial and Health Education programme. 

• Class and year assembly. 

• Humanitarian and community campaigns. 

• Discussions and arrangements arising from class / school council suggestions. 

Relationships 
and sexuality 

education 

Health and 
Well-being 

Coord 
• See above – cross-curricular skills section. 

Welsh 

Head of 
Welsh 

 
Literacy 
Coord 

• Year 7 Welsh lessons. 

• Welsh will be the day-to-day language of the school. We incorporate the principles of the ‘Siarter Iaith’ into the whole 
curriculum and in all aspects of our work. 

• Specific aspects are taught in Welsh and others in English. Each area has the responsibility for promoting specific literacy 
incorporated within that area. The level for Welsh, and Welsh-medium experiences have been confirmed in all other areas. 

• There is effective co-operation with the Authority’s language centre to ensure that non-Welsh speaking learners who arrive at 
the school in year. 7-9 usually gain higher first language and Welsh Literature GCSEs and study some other GCSE subjects 
through the medium of Welsh. 

• The 'Ein Llais Ni' project with the support of GwE. 

• We aim to ensure that all learners are confidently bilingual when leaving school. 

English 

Head of 
English 

 

Literacy 
Coord 

• Year 7 English lessons. 

• Each area has the responsibility for promoting specific literacy incorporated within that area. The level for English, and 
English-medium experiences have been confirmed in all other areas. 

• Effective use is made of packages such as 'Accelerated Reader' to promote and improve reading skills in English. 

• The department has implemented GwE and Kate Jones training. The department has invested heavily in resources, deploying 
and cascading them with all staff. 

• The department has piloted a number of retrieval tasks for learning new vocabulary, including a story/information about the 
previous lesson. There is positive feedback from pupils - especially with retrieval games. 

• We aim to ensure that all learners are confidently bilingual when leaving school. 

 
  



 

 

 

Ysgol y Bryn Year 7 Curriculum – integral skills 
When planning at Ysgol y Bryn, emphasis is placed on providing our learners with rich, broad, in-depth, high-quality learning experiences appropriate to their age and 
development. This means giving learners enough time to acquire, practise and apply knowledge and skills in order to embed their learning and not to rush through work 
to 'achieve content'. This lays a solid foundation for the next stages of their learning and means that they build on their learning and progress throughout their time here. 
 
We also plan to ensure that our learning and teaching experiences develop the following integral skills that our learners need to achieve the four purposes. 

 Further information 
Possible experiences 

 

Creativity and innovation 
• Inquiring, exploring, being curious, generating and sharing ideas 

• Linking experiences, knowledge and skills 

All areas of learning are designed to promote these skills. The 
school’s Arts Council-funded work on creative learning projects 
over a period of 3 years has up-skilled staff and inspired individuals 
in this field. 

Critical thinking and 
problem-solving 

• Questioning and evaluating information and situations 

• Identifying problems and proposing different solutions 

• Making decisions objectively 

The prominent work that has been done for some time in areas 
such as History, Science, Religious Education has now extended to 
a whole school level. 

Personal effectiveness 

• Developing emotional intelligence, confidence and 
independence 

• Valuing and celebrating mistakes 

• Discussing and considering their views and values and their 
ethical, social, cultural implications 

These areas have been addressed within the school's professional 
learning programme, in the context of ‘Nurturing Schools', Growth 
Mindset and Shirley Clarke's research. 

Planning and organising 
• Setting goals for their learning and discussing and reflecting on 

their progress 

• Evaluating and discussing their current learning and next steps. 

The school's assessment system places higher level focus on the 
opportunity to discuss assessments and planning for improvement 
in conjunction with the pupil’s mentor. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Ysgol y Bryn Year 7 Curriculum – examples of collaboration between AOLEs 
Task/Stimulus Role of areas Possible activities: 

Heartstart training 
and certificate 

Lead: Science. 

Others: PE; Food and nutrition, 
Technology. 

Learn skills for heart re-start. Measure oxygen in the blood; explain how a heart works, explain how an artery can 
narrow and its effect; how valves work; the impact of fitness on the cardiovascular system; the impact of a healthy / 
unhealthy menu on the cardiovascular system; the effect of exercise on blood pressure and heart rate etc. Virtual 
interview with fitness champion e.g., one of Ffit Cymru’s ‘leaders’. 

Songs with a historical 
background 

Lead:  Humanities 

Others: History, Music, Art, Welsh, 
English; ITC. 

Based on songs with a historical background e.g., Garth Celyn, Tân yn Llŷn, Dŵr, Dic Penderyn or e.g., protest songs. 
Studying the history behind one or two of the songs, analysing the lyrics, creating a cover (Art or ICT), interviewing a 
composer about the process, evaluating the song/comparing two songs, creating words for a new song, co-composing 
with a composer e.g. Gai Toms. 

Understanding of the 
legal system ‘Justice in 
a day’. 

Lead:  Humanities         

Others: History, Health and Well-being. 

Activities to improve understanding of the legal system, courts, the role of the police, the role of agencies, a 
presentation by a magistrate, participation in an activity such as Justice in a Day, and court role-play 

Task: Enterprise 

 

Lead: Art and ITC 

Others: Science, Mathematics 

Designing and creating a mug. Science department to look at the properties of different materials suitable for preparing 
a cup of tea/coffee. Art department to design logo. Mathematics department to cost. Technology department to create 
the mug. 

Task: Satellites 

 

Lead:  Science 

Others: Technology, History, Geography.   

Work on satellites and the ISS. Gravity, nutrition in space; map work from space; studying the 'Moon Landings', Apollo 
13, Mars landings, the effect of gravity on the body. 

Task: National Poetry 
Day 

Lead: Languages           

Others: Art, Music 

Poetry analysis - group and interactive activities, working with famous/local poets to write poems; adaptation of 100 
poems challenge. Drawing /creating a poem out of a picture, e.g. work on Kandinsky includes Art and French; local 
poetry competition (Talwrn y beirdd). 

Task: Nature Week  

 

Lead:      Science 

Others: Welsh; English; Mathematics; 
Geography; Art 

Animal stories, research into animals, looking at habitats, watching nature programs, Q&A with experts e.g. Natural 
Resources Wales / Snowdonia Society / National Park. Create a 'nature programme'. Look at pictures of 
animals/seasons - famous artists. Calculate fractions on birds, animals, trees. Landscapes. Seasons. Walking trip. 

Task: Green 
production 

 

Lead: Science.  

Others: Geography, English. 

 

Visit a windmill. Understanding generators, building a small generator, why renewable energy? Global warming, Greta 
Thunberg's oratory skills; hydro power first produced in the local area by the quarrymen, many inventive engineers in 
the area, visit to a local power station, portrait of David Attenborough; a virtual interview with a well-known climate 
champion. 

Task: St Dwynwen Lead: Welsh 

Others: Health and Well-being, English, 
French. 

Read the story, romance, domestic violence, respect for women. The importance of relationships, What is abuse? What 
aspects of the story are unacceptable today? Why? St Dwynwen cards, digital cards, art poster, top ten love stories, 
lovers’ festivals in other countries/languages. ‘Teams’ interview with ‘Priodas Pum Mil’ or a love story author. 

Task: The Quarries of 
North Wales 

Lead:  Geography 

Others: Welsh, History, Science;  

The geology of the rock; collecting samples; local Historical Society video, interview with former and current quarrymen, 
export; quarry machinery; explaining the names of the quarries; quarrying terminology; quarry-based novels/short 
stories; more recent industrial disputes, change of direction e.g. zip world etc 



 

 

Task: St David’s Day 

 

Lead: Welsh and English 

Others: Health and Well-being, PE.  

 

Welsh/ Anglo-Welsh prose/poetry about Welshness. ‘Gweddi dros Gymru’. Link with the Senedd; virtual meeting with 
a member of the Senedd. Tryweryn. Nationalism, the difference between pride in a nation and hatred of other 
countries, obvious examples of race hatred today. Challenge - virtual tour of Wales, Welsh Teams (if appropriate - 
football / rugby). Draw up anti-bullying/ respect agreement for Ysgol y Bryn. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
  



 

 

Assessment, Progression and reporting to parents  
It is important that we ensure that our curriculum addresses learners' progress and assessment arrangements, enabling learners to progress in the way described in the 
four purposes by: 

• providing for appropriate progress, ensuring that the curriculum is consistent with the principles of progression set out in the 'Progression Code'. 

• being suitable for learners of different ages, abilities and aptitudes 

• being broad and balanced 

• remembering the importance of a shared understanding of progression, progress and assessment and to do this with our primary cluster 

 

Assessment has three main roles in the process of enabling learner progression: 
Supporting individual learners on an ongoing, day-to-

day basis. 
Identifying, capturing and reflecting on individual 

learner progress over time 
 

Understanding group progress in order to reflect on 
practice. 

The 2021 Curriculum and Assessment Act requires that the Statements of what matters Code and the Progression Code must underpin the curriculum and assessment 
arrangements in all schools. We use the Learning Descriptions for each Statement of What Matters to assess and plan learners' progress. These broadly correspond to 
expectations for ages 11, 14 and 16 and offer guidance on how our learners should demonstrate progress within each statement. Additionally, as a school, we record 
progress in cross-curricular skills, cross-cutting themes and integral skills. These are not used as a list of tick boxes, but as considerations to plan for our learners' 
progress. 
 
A comprehensive questionnaire and forum for parents on assessment took place in the summer of 2021 and the useful feedback made a valuable contribution to 
adapting arrangements for assessment and reporting to parents. 

 

Principles of Progression 

Increasing breadth and depth 
of knowledge 

 

Deepening understanding of 
the ideas and disciplines in the 

areas 
 

Refinement and growing 
sophistication in the use and 

application of skills 
 

Making connections and 
transferring learning into new 

contexts 
 

Increasing effectiveness 
 

Curriculum for Wales gives us the opportunity to ensure that the primary purpose of assessment is learners' progress, not an accountability exercise. To this end, we 
place importance on developing a complete picture of each learner's development, including their well-being, readiness and desire to learn, as well as the 
development of their skills, knowledge and understanding.  

 
The school will achieve Curriculum Assessment Purposes as follows: 

• As a school, we have invested heavily for years in assessment for learning and formative assessment and these are now firmly embedded. Formative 
assessment of consistently high quality in the day-to-day classroom provides learners and practitioners with a clear picture of attainment and next steps. There 
is a need to continue to ensure that this assessment effectively guides the pace and direction of learning. 

• Continued day to day support of individual learners. The school has done considerable work to ensure that written and verbal feedback is constructive and 
specific and the subsequent guidance on how to improve is clear and helpful to the learner. There is a formal policy and guidance on assessment for learning. 

• The 'independent learner' assessment and the basis for it are now well established among parents and learners. 



 

 

• We emphasise the importance of ensuring a shared understanding of progression across school practitioners and of regular discussions with parents and carers 
to discuss their children's progress (2 parent liaison evenings per school year + proactive arrangements for additional meetings as required). 

• The school allocates specific and regular periods for mentors to discuss each interim report with a learner, identifying priorities for improvement and how to 
implement those improvements. 

 
Reporting to parents 

• We continue to refine arrangements for effective reporting to parents, including progression steps, cross-curricular skills, cross-cutting themes and integral 
skills. 

 
 

 


