
Principles of

linked to school vision, values and culture



Objectives

• Provide an overview of the thinking processes and considerations for a school 

during the planning process.

• To act as a starting for some schools and to provide reassurance for schools that 

have already introduced new planning.

• Model the ethos of the CfW i.e. providing support for schools while avoiding 

being prescriptive. (It is not our intention to provide ready made planning 

documents.)

• To provide information relevant to all sectors.



Principles of planning 

Why are we teaching this?

What elements need to be considered?

How are we going to teach this?

• The freedom and flexibility for teachers to 
decide on what is best for their learners.

• Clear rationale

• Knowledge and understanding of all the 
elements of the curriculum guidance and how 
they fit together to bring about learning

• Deciding on the best teaching approaches to 
maximise learning for all

• Using assessment before, during, and after learning 
to ensure learners are making progress



What is the purpose of our planning?

• Who are we planning for?

• Is it helpful for senior leaders / teachers / pupils?

• Does it help to demonstrate progression?  

• How does assessment inform our planning?

• Is it becoming overly complicated?  Does all planning require reference to all of 
the elements e.g. 4 purposes,  SWM, Integral skills, etc ?

• How do we promote a consistent approach across the school?



Enquiry Approach                                                  

Topic Banks

‘If we moved to a new planet, we would 

not need to take animals with us.’

Topic Headings for each term    

Focus weeks

‘If we moved to a new planet, what would 
we need to survive there?’ 



AoLE :  Science and Technology

SWM3:  The world around us is full of living things which depend on each other for 
survival.

By recognising the diversity of living things and how they interact with their 
environment, learners can develop an understanding of how these have evolved over 
significant periods of time. All living things require specific conditions and resources to 
survive and they may have to compete with other organisms to do so. Humans form part 
of the living world and our decisions and actions, along with natural selection, can have 
a significant impact on the diversity of life. Knowing about the structures and functions 
of living things enables learners to understand how these things grow, develop and 
reproduce successfully. Developing an understanding of the factors which affect the 
health and success of organisms allows us to make informed 
decisions about our physical health and how we impact the natural world, including 
about the prevention and treatments of diseases.





`



• Hook

• AoLE

• Statements of what matters 

• Progression Steps

• Skills and knowledge

• Pedagogy

• Local context

• Pupil Voice

• Integral skills

• Cross cutting themes

• 4 purposes

• Cross curricular skills

Sub-questions

- What do humans need to survive?

- Would we need to take other plants and

animals with us?

- Investigation (fair test): What do plants

need to survive?

- What would be the best plants to take

with us?

- Would we need to create new medicines?

- What health threats would we have

there?



Summary of key considerations:
• A shared understanding of the purpose of planning

• Purpose led learning (not activity led).  Start with the WHY?

• Plan to the vision led by the 4 purposes and the What Matters Statements.  

• Ensure assessment and progression in learning are key considerations

• Plan rich learning experiences to allow depth of learning  

• Consider the local context –can partners in the community contribute? 

• Integrate the Welsh dimension

• Make sure assessment informs what you are doing before, during and after  

• Balance between knowledge and skills

• Ensure pupil involvement in the planning process



Things to avoid when planning

• Using the descriptions of learning to drive planning

• Using existing topics and just tweaking them to match AoLE and SWM

• Including things where they don’t naturally sit (make sure the learning is 
authentic and purposeful).  

• Repeating similar activities in different year groups without clear 
progression

• Ticking off all the Statements of what matters and AoLEs after superficial 
coverage without ensuring depth of learning.  (Do not use the descriptions 
of learning as a ticklist.  Progression in learning, rather than coverage of 
content, is at the heart of CfW.

• Just placing assessment at the end of the planning process.


