
Curriculum Design – Unpacking 
the Statements of What Matters

4 
purposes



Making sense of What Matters

Why does 
it matter?

Because …………………….
Responding and reflecting, both as artist and audience, is a 

fundamental part of learning in the expressive arts.

Developing physical health and well-being has lifelong 
benefits.

Informed, self-aware citizens engage with the challenges 
and opportunities that face humanity, and are able to take 

considered and ethical action.

Understanding languages is key to understanding the world 
around us.

Geometry focuses on relationships involving shape, space 
and position, and measurement focuses on quantifying 

phenomena in the physical world.



Unpacking a 
statement of 

what 
matters

The world around 
us is full of living 

things which 
depend on each 

other for survival



The world around us is full of living things which depend 
on each other for survival

Unpacking a statement of what matters

By recognising the diversity of living things and how they interact with their 
environment, learners can develop an understanding of how these have evolved 
over significant periods of time. All living things require specific conditions and 
resources to survive and they may have to compete with other organisms to do 
so. Humans form part of the living world and our decisions and actions, along 

with natural selection, can have a significant impact on the diversity of life. 
Knowing about the structures and functions of living things enables learners to 

understand how these things grow, develop and reproduce successfully. 
Developing an understanding of the factors which affect the health and success 

of organisms allows us to make informed decisions about our physical health and 
how we impact the natural world, including about the prevention and treatments 

of diseases.
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•Biodiversity
•Evolution
•Conditions and resources needed for survival
•Competition between species
•Impact of humans
•Structure & functions of living things
•Life processes
•Factors affecting health

What are the key concepts that need to be developed 
within this statement? 

PROGRESSION



What it is What it isn’t
• Moving towards more expert 

understanding

• More sophisticated way of thinking about 

a problem/issue

• Gaining more expertise over a period of 

time within a discipline

• Development in understanding and skills 

within a domain

• Clear connections between what comes 

before and after

• Vertical and branching out and forming 

connections between ideas related to a 

core scientific concept or big idea 

(interconnected strands)

• Horizontal – currently we 

describe learning horizontally 

e.g. what goes into the year 7 

Science curriculum

• A body of content to be 

covered within a particular 

year 

• Activity driven 

• A single task

• A series of statements that get 

ticked off, and you “pass” or 

fail a progression step 

Progression in learning



•Living things in the local area
•Organisms around the world
•Conservation, zoos, national parks etc.
•Competition on a bird table, red & grey 
squirrels (Anglesey)
•House building, loss of green spaces, roads, 
tree cutting, waste
•Life cycles—butterflies, frogs, links to farming 
etc. 
•Health—pathogens and diseases that have 
impacted locally, chicken pox, scarlet fever, 
Covid etc. Also sunburn, burns, hay fever, 
asthma , tooth ache etc. vaccinations
•Health—diet and exercise

How can we make it real and draw on the 
experiences of the learner and the local community?

Biodiversity

Evolution

Conditions

Competition

Human impact

Human health



How does this statement support the four purposes?

Healthy & confident 
individuals

• Apply knowledge about the impact of 
diet and exercise on physical and 
mental health in their daily lives 

• Making informed decisions about 
factors affecting their health e.g. 
vaccinations, handwashing, mask 
wearing, using sunscreen etc. Ethical, informed   

citizens
• Their commitment to the 

sustainability of the planet 
• Protecting biodiversity

• Making informed decisions about the 
resources we use and how we 
dispose of them

Ambitious, capable 
learners

• Building up a body of knowledge and 
have the skills to connect and apply 
that knowledge in different contexts

• Can explain the ideas and concepts 
they are learning about

Enterprising, creative 
contributors

• Think creatively to reframe and solve 
problems – conservation

• Connect and apply their knowledge 
and skills to create ideas – human 
impact



•Observing living things
•Exploring the local area
•Visiting different physical 
areas and comparing 
biodiversity
•Sampling biodiversity

•Investigating the factors that 
affect survival
•Investigating microbes
•Researching

What experiences could support the learning in this 
area?

Who could support us?

•NRW
•WWF
•Wales biodiversity 
partnership
•NHS Wales
•STEMgogledd
•Snowdonia National Park

•Park rangers

•Colwyn Bay Zoo
•Anglesey Sea Zoo

Experiences = Knowledge + Skills PROGRESSION



Diversity
Recognising and supporting differences 
(variation amongst species)

Sex, gender and sexuality
Difference between sex and gender
Reproduction

Are there any opportunities to address the cross 
cutting themes?

Careers and work-related 
education (CWRE)

Healthcare
Environmental health
Veterinary healthcare 
Conservationists 
Park wardens
Gardeners
Horticulturists
Research scientists
Biologists
Pest control
Farming & agriculture
Florists 
etc.

Local, national & international 
context

Opportunities to explore local habitats, 
environments, health and  compare 
nationally and internationally

PROGRESSION



Are they any connections and links to other what 
matters statements and AoLEs that we can explore?

Science & Technology

Being curious and searching for 
answers is essential to 
understanding and predicting 
phenomena

Health & Wellbeing

Diets
Decision making
Health

Humanities

Physical processes
Human interactions
Human impact

Languages, literacy, 
communication

Literacy skills
Use of stories – literature
Root words, names of organisms 

PROGRESSION



Descriptions of learning –How do we ensure depth?



I can describe how living things compete 
for specific resources and depend on 
each other for survival.

I can describe the features of organisms 
and recognise how they allow them to 
live, grow and reproduce for survival in 
their environment.

I can explain the role of different organs 
and systems that enable plants and 
animals to live and grow. 

Where 
do we 
start?

Unpacking progression step 3



I can describe how living things compete for 
specific resources and depend on each other 
for survival.

I can describe the features of organisms and 
recognise how they allow them to live, grow 
and reproduce for survival in their 
environment.

I can explain the role of different organs and 
systems that enable plants and animals to live 
and grow. 

Prior learning at 
progression step 2

I can recognise that what I 
do, and the things I use, can 
have an impact on my 
environment and on living 
things.

I can explore relationships 
between living things, their 
habitats and their life cycles

Three years of 
learning, 

developing skills 
and gaining 
experience

Unpacking progression step 3



• Food – as something I use, essential for life

• Plants and animals as a source of food, growing food, taking care of 
plants & animals (farming)

• Plants and animals as living things – features of living things

• Life cycles of living things

• Personal impact on living things and the environment – litter, 
wasting resources

Key concepts from progression steps 1 and 2



Food 
(something 

I use)

Features of 
living things 
& life cycles

I can describe how living 
things compete for specific 
resources and depend on 
each other for survival.

I can describe the features 
of organisms and recognise 
how they allow them to 
live, grow and reproduce 
for survival in their 
environment.

I can explain the role of 
different organs and 
systems that enable plants 
and animals to live and 
grow. 

Use of food 
for growth & 

energy

Producers & 
consumers

Food chains

Competition

Predator 
prey 

relationships

Impact on 
population 

sizes

Adaptations –
carnivores 
teeth etc.

Carnivores, 
herbivores, 
omnivores

Diets e.g. 
vegetarian, 
cultures etc.

Adaptations –
for survival 

Digestive 
system

Organs – what 
are they?

Mouth, 
stomach, 
intestines

Nutrition as a 
characteristic 

of life

Egestion –
getting rid of 

waste

Plants – leaves, roots, etc.

Malnutrition

Pollinators

Food 
production

Decomposition

Key concepts from progression steps 1 and 2



What could learning within this statement of what 
matters look like at 16?

Should we 
consider these 

bears one 
species?

Due to climate change, polar bears and 
grizzly bears have been coming into 
contact and producing fertile young. 



What could learning within this statement of what 
matters look like at 16?

Learners would be able to use their 
knowledge and understanding of all 
the key concepts to provide an 
informed answer to the question.

•Biodiversity
•Evolution
•Conditions and 
resources needed for 
survival
•Competition 
between species
•Impact of humans
•Structure & functions 
of living things
•Life processes
•Factors affecting 
health



How does the learning enable the achievement of the 
four purposes?

Healthy & confident 
individuals

• Apply knowledge about the impact of 
diet and exercise on physical and 
mental health in their daily lives 

• Making informed decisions about 
factors affecting their health e.g. 
vaccinations, handwashing, mask 
wearing, using sunscreen etc. Ethical, informed   

citizens
• Their commitment to the 

sustainability of the planet
• Protecting biodiversity

• Making informed decisions about the 
resources we use and how we 
dispose of them

Ambitious, capable 
learners

• Building up a body of knowledge and 
have the skills to connect and apply 
that knowledge in different contexts

• Can explain the ideas and concepts 
they are learning about

Enterprising, creative 
contributors

• Think creatively to reframe and solve 
problems – conservation

• Connect and apply their knowledge 
and skills to create ideas – human 
impact


