
High level Curriculum 

A high-level curriculum model should build on the vision for curriculum. It should consider what key 

knowledge, skills and experiences learners should develop to progress over time within the 

statements of what matters and towards the four purposes, and the values and dispositions that 

underpin them. The ‘Designing your curriculum’ section of the Curriculum for Wales guidance will 

support this process. 

 

What this means for schools  
 

Schools should establish design principles to: 

 

• ensure high standards and enable good and sustainable progress for all learners 

• develop initial approaches for the mandatory requirements of the curriculum (see ‘Summary 
of requirements for roll-out’ below) 

 

Schools should develop a shared understanding of progression. They should: 

 

• understand what this means within their school, identifying what this means for its context  

• share and discuss this initial understanding within their cluster, reflecting on these 
discussions to further develop their thinking 

• collaborate in clusters to ensure progression is jointly owned. This is critical to ensure the 
effective transition of learners along the 3 to 16 continuum. This should bring coherence 
between curricula across different phases while reflecting each school’s distinct vision. It 
should support learner progression and involve jointly developing and trialling processes to 
support the transition of learners  

 

Schools should co-construct a high-level curriculum model, including assessment arrangements to 

support progression for all learners, that: 

 

• considers approaches to how the Areas, statements of what matters, principles of 
progression and disciplines will be used to inform curriculum and assessment design 

• considers a range of approaches (for example disciplinary, interdisciplinary, 
multidisciplinary) to curriculum design and how approaches can support progression 

• having developed high-level progression, considers how knowledge, skills and experiences 
can be sequenced to best support learners’ progress 

• ensures a clear line of sight from the developing curriculum to the four purposes, providing 
opportunities to further develop these attributes 

 

 

https://hwb.gov.wales/curriculum-for-wales/designing-your-curriculum/introduction/

