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Format of the session

❏Presentation on Curriculum for Wales Framework

❏Also includes some practical activities

❏Opportunity to answer questions in the chat

❏Session is recorded 
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Session 1: Objectives 

• To understand the Curriculum for Wales 
framework. 

• What are different types of curriculum and how 
is curriculum represented in our schools? 

• Discuss any misconceptions. 
• To begin to understand the implications of newer 

way of working. 
• Opportunity to discuss and refer to curriculum 

guidance. 



Where do I start and 

what should I read?

2015

2020

2020

2020



Reflection opportunity 

Starting to 
consider vision 
and 4 Purposes 

Staff 
discussion on 
what will be 

different

Familiar with 
the new 

framework

Read the 
guidance 







What do the Four Purposes mean? 

• From the perspective of the learner? 

• From the perspective of the teacher?

• From the perspective of the parent? 

• As a visitor to your school, what would I see?

• Do all of the 4 Purposes have equal energy? 

• Have any of the 4 Purposes been evident during Covid-19?   



What does curriculum mean to you?

How would you define curriculum? Please feel free to comment in the chat

Source: The Secondary 

Curriculum Design Handbook 

(Waters and Male, 2012)



What is Curriculum? 

The subjects comprising a course of study in a 

school or college (Dictionary definition)

All the learning and assessment experiences 

and activities that are planned with the aim of 

meeting the defined purposes of education 

(Donaldson, 2015)



What is Curriculum? 

A school’s curriculum is everything a learner 

experiences in pursuit of the four purposes. It is 

not simply what we teach, but how we teach 

and crucially, why we teach it. 

(Curriculum for Wales, 2022)





Curriculum Design 

Van Den Akker 2007

• Intended curriculum - as expressed in policy

• Implemented curriculum - real life in school and 

classroom practices

• Attained curriculum – as manifested in learner 

experiences and outcomes

Source: Curriculum in Development (Netherlands 
institute for curriculum development 2009)



The nature of curriculum in our 
schools? 

• Planned curriculum is different to the ‘received’ or 

'experienced' curriculum.

• Hidden curriculum.

• Formal and informal curriculum.

Kelly A V (1999 and 2004) The Curriculum: Theory and 

Practice. Fourth and Fifth Editions, SAGE Publications.

What about equity, how can we ensure this?



What type of curriculum do we 
have? 

1988 to present:

Content and outcomes curriculum, 
defined through specified content, 

skills, range and levels.

GCSE specifications outlined 
content and outcomes.

Foundation phase was perhaps 
the start of a process model?

Curriculum for Wales 2022 
onwards:

Process curriculum starting with 
the 4 purposes.

Process model within AoLEs 
through specification of ‘big ideas’, 
the key concepts that are the long 
term, and consistent goal of each 

AoLE to develop.

Greater flexibility over specific 
content, method and approaches.



Similarities and differences 2008 – 2022

2008 Curriculum Curriculum 2022

Foundation Phase, Key Stages 2,3 and 4. One continuum of learning age 3-16

13 National Curriculum subject areas. 6 AoLEs, encompassing a larger number of 
subjects. 

Cross curricular skills of Literacy, 
Numeracy and Digital competence. 
LNF/DCF.

Cross curricular skills of Literacy, Numeracy 
and Digital competence.  
LNF/DCF as supporting guidance. 

Non-Statutory Skills Framework, ESDGC 
framework, Careers and world of work 
guidance. 

Integral skills and cross cutting themes 
embedded across the curriculum.  

Statutory SRE, RE, and PSE Framework. RSE, RVE, English and Welsh remain statutory 
elements.  PSE is embedded into Health and 
Wellbeing AoLE. 



What is different?



Navigating the Curriculum Documentation



How familiar are you with the framework?

AOLEs Cross-

curricular 

skills 

Integral 

Skills

How many 

principles of 

progression?

Which AOLE has 

interdependent 

proficiencies?

Cross-cutting 

themes? 

What are 

the 

statutory 

elements?

6

3 main points about 
Curriculum for Wales

Something within  
Curriculum for Wales
that squares with you 

beliefs and values 

Something about 
Curriculum for Wales that is 
still circling in your mind and 

you want to know more







Curriculum structure 

Cross curricular skills of Literacy, Numeracy, and Digital Competence, and 
Integral Skills

Cross cutting elements: RSE, UNCRC, Diversity, Careers and work-related experiences, 
Local, National and international contexts.  



Subjects within Curriculum for Wales

Curriculum for Wales 2022:

EA: 

Art
Music
Drama
Film and 
Digital Media
Dance

Hums: 

Geography
History
Business 
Studies
Social 
Studies
RVE

HWB: 

PE
Content 
previously 
covered in 
PSE
RSE

LLC: 

Welsh 
English  
International 
Languages

Maths and 
Numeracy 

Sci Tech: 

Science 
Biology
Chemistry 
Physics
Design 
Technology 
Computing



Each Area of Learning and Experience:

STATEMENTS OF WHAT MATTERS

PRINCIPLES OF PROGRESSION

DESCRIPTIONS OF LEARNING 

DESIGNING YOUR CURRICULUM 

• Cross Curricular Skills 

• Integral Skills 

• Specifics of this AOLE

• Links with other AOLEs

• Cross cutting themes



Use of Visuals in sense-making











The curriculum for Wales model

Activity – The following clip will provide an explanation 
of the curriculum model. In your workbook, under the 
headings provided make a note of:

a) Anything interesting or helpful to further clarify your 
understanding of the model

b) Any further questions that you have about the model



Statements of 'What Matters’

• Big Ideas

• Key higher-level concepts

• Taken together, they encompass what it important within

an Area of Learning and Experience

• Each Statements of What Matters has a rationale



We encounter and make sense of the world though a variety of events 
and experiences. Humanities encourages learners to critically review the 
ways these events and experiences are perceived, interpreted and 
represented. As they form their own informed viewpoints 
and recognise those of others, learners can also develop self-awareness.

Learning how various worldviews and factors can influence their own 
and others’ perceptions and interpretations will encourage learners to 
develop an appreciation of how contexts influence the constructions of 
narratives and representations. By exploring how and why interpretations 
may differ and by critical understanding of a range of interpretations 
and representations derived from a variety of evidence, they will be 
better placed to evaluate their validity.

This aspect of the Area will encourage the exploration 
of concepts, including seeking meaning, making judgements, ultimate and 
philosophical questions, representations, perspectives, interpretations, 
significance and validity.

Events and human experiences are complex, and are perceived, 

interpreted and represented in different ways.



We encounter and make sense of the world though a variety of events 
and experiences. Humanities encourages learners to critically review the 
ways these events and experiences are perceived, interpreted and 
represented. As they form their own informed viewpoints 
and recognise those of others, learners can also develop self-awareness.

Learning how various worldviews and factors can influence their own 
and others’ perceptions and interpretations will encourage learners to 
develop an appreciation of how contexts influence the constructions of 
narratives and representations. By exploring how and why interpretations 
may differ and by critical understanding of a range of interpretations 
and representations derived from a variety of evidence, they will be 
better placed to evaluate their validity.

This aspect of the Area will encourage the exploration 
of concepts, including seeking meaning, making judgements, ultimate and 
philosophical questions, representations, perspectives, interpretations, 
significance and validity.

Events and human experiences are complex, and are perceived, 

interpreted and represented in different ways 



The world around us is full of living 
things which depend on each other for 
survival

By recognising the diversity of living things and how 
they interact with their environment, learners can 
develop an understanding of how these have evolved
over significant periods of time. All living things require 
specific conditions and resources to survive and they 
may have to compete with other organisms to do so.

Humans form part of the living world and our decisions 
and actions, along with natural selection, can have a 
significant impact on the diversity of life. 

Knowing about the structures and functions of living 
things enables learners to understand how these things 
grow, develop and reproduce successfully. Developing 
an understanding of the factors which affect the health 
and success of organisms allows us to make informed 
decisions, including about the prevention and 
treatments of diseases.



• Increasing breadth and depth of knowledge
• Deepening understanding of the ideas and 

disciplines within Areas
• Refinement and growing sophistication in the 

use and application of skills
• Making connections and transferring learning 

into new contexts
• Increasing effectiveness as a learner

Principles of Progression



Maths and Numeracy 
proficiencies

• Conceptual understanding
• Communication using symbols
• Fluency
• Logical reasoning
• Strategic competence



• They describe progression journey related to 
a Statements of What Matters

• They support practitioners by 

providing information on what learning looks like, to 
support planning, assessment and intervention

• Based on the work done by CAMAU on progression

Descriptions of Learning 



Example description of Learning

I can identify who 
looks after me and 
who my family and 

friends are

I can recognise that 
there are different 

types of relationships 
beyond my family 

and friends

I can understand that 
there are differences 

within types of 
relationships and 
that relationships 
change over time.

I can show a 
developing 

awareness of the 
complex nature of 

relationships

I can show an 
understanding of the 

complex nature of 
relationships in a 

range of contexts and 
an understanding of 

how they are 
influenced by a range 

of factors



Assessment in Curriculum for Wales



What are the common misconceptions 
about the Curriculum for Wales?

 There is no knowledge in the Curriculum?

 A ‘thematic’ approach is needed?

Further discussions in Sessions 2 and 3….



To close and next steps

• Read the designing your curriculum section of 

the curriculum guidance: https://hwb.gov.wales/curriculum-

for-wales/designing-your-curriculum/

•Accompanying handbook with overview of activities 

•Planning for Curriculum Change – Session 2 and 3 in June

•Consider the Think Pieces for discussions on leadership, 

vision, pedagogy, assessment and curriculum design 

https://hwb.gov.wales/curriculum-for-wales/designing-your-curriculum/

