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Saturday 28th February 2021 

Dear Diary,  

 

I woke at sunrise with a tremble of excitement in my stomach. I knew right 

away that today was going to be full of adventure and fun… I was right. I had 

an amazing day of discovery! I packed my rucksack whilst daydreaming of the 

possibilities, I had to prepare for the unknown. I didn’t know what I would 

find as a trekked into the Mirrored Jungle. I made sure my camera was 

working because I wanted to record as much of the day as possible. I set off 

into the new land wearing my rucksack and best walking boots.   

 

At first, I walked for miles and miles up steep tracks and through dense 

forest. I was starting to give up hope. But then I arrived! From nowhere, the 

air began to smell sweeter and the sound of birds swarmed all round. I 

couldn’t help but call out as I walked around the corner, “Oh wow!” 

The rocks were the biggest, yet smoothest I had every seen. The long grass 

seemed to wave in the soft breeze. But it was the wildlife that shocked me. 

From swinging monkeys, to crawling caterpillars… they were everywhere! I 

quickly took out my sketchbook and began drawing. I felt as if I couldn’t 

really take in the beauty! There was so much to see. I was tempted to rest, 

but my excitement led me to carry on. 

 

Later on, I came across an opening in the trees. I followed the pebbled 

pathway to find a pond. The water reflected and sparkled in the sunlight. I 

wondered if this is why it is called the Mirrored Jungle. Around the pond 

orange flowers as tall as men grew all around. A bevy of blue-winged swans 

circled the water, they looked as if they were dancing. I took out my camera 

to capture the moment. Then, I slumped to the ground in amazement and sat 

watching their display for some time! 

 

After a while, I pulled myself up and carried on along the path. Following a 

short walk, the ground under my feet turned to soft sand. I worried for a 

moment that I would sink, but I was beginning to realise that this is a 

magical and kind Jungle. The sand was pink and tall trees towered over me. 

Then, I saw the most beautiful bird. I noticed its large blue eyes and 

rainbow coloured wings as it flew over my head, bending in and out of the 

trees. It was then that I noticed the sky was purple too!  

 

Shortly afterwards, the Sun quickly began to fall. Luckily, the path was lit up 

by the light of golden stars. I set off home with a beaming smile across my 
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face. It didn’t seem to take long until I was back at camp. Straight away I 

unpacked my rucksack to look through my camera and sketch book! I just 

couldn’t wait until morning! What a day.      

 

I’ll update you on my next adventure soon! 

Edgar the Explorer  
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Blended Learning Project                                                    Edgar the Explorer                                                                                      Year 3 & 4 
1. Finding the meaning of new 
words  

 
Read the diary entry Explorer Edgar 
wrote after his trip to the Mirrored 
Jungle.  
 
Are there any new words you don’t 
understand?  
 
Underline them and then find out the 
meaning. You could use a dictionary, 
search the internet or ask a member of 
your household. 
Show your understanding by using 
your new words in a sentence.   
 

2. Visualisation 
 
In Explorer Edgar’s Diary there 
are 4 paragraphs. 
Choose 1 paragraph to read 
again carefully.  
Can you colour in all the 
describing words?  
 
Close your eyes and imagine you 
at in the Mirrored Jungle. The 
describing words help you to 
imagine you are there.   
Now you have visualised what 
you have read, draw a detailed 
picture. 

3. Edgar’s Rucksack   
 
In the diary Explorer Edgar 
tells how he had to pack 
rucksack to prepare for many 
possibilities. He only had 
room for 10 different items.  
How a look at the list of items 
which he took.  
 
Can you draw a picture of 
Edgar’s rucksack? 
Why do you think he chose 
each item?  

4. Preparing for your adventure! 
 
Imagine you are going on an 
adventure to a new land, just like 
Explorer Edgar.  
 
Create a list of the 10 different items 
which you would take.  
 
Think about the different challenges 
you could face and the amazing new 
things you may see.  
Have a look at Edgar’s list to help 
you organise your work correctly.  
 

5. Editing your work  
 
On lesson 4 you wrote a list of 10 items to take in 
your rucksack.  
 
Have a look back at Explorer Edgar’s list. It’s very 
exciting because he’s added special features.  
I have listed these features for you to see.  
Can you make your list more exciting by editing your 
list to add as many features as you can? 
 
Click on the links for some reminders on how to add 
some of the features.  
 

6. List Poetry 
 
Can you turn your list of 
rucksack items into a poem? 
Look at the Steps 2 Success 
for a List Poem.  
On Lesson 5 you edited your 
list of items to make it more 
exciting. 
 
Now I would like you to re-
write your list as a poem. 
  

7. Finding the features  
 
Explorer Edgar wrote a diary entry. This means he wrote it 
to himself, after his adventure. You can tell it’s written after 
because he uses past tense.  
Can you circle all of the past tense words in the diary?  
 
There are other features in a diary too. I have listed them in 
the Diary Writing Steps to Success.  
 
Can you find examples of them all in Edgar’s diary entry? 
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This is a Literacy based project with elements of Expressive Arts which could be expanded upon  

 

 

8. A New Land 
 
Explorer Edgar describes his adventure to the 
Mirrored Jungle in his diary. This was a new, 
unexplored land.  
 
I want you to image that you have discovered a new 
land. It could be a Jungle, a forest, a desert…. 
Anything you like. 
What does it look like? What would you find there? 
Do any creatures live there? 
Think about what you can see, smell, hear, touch and 
taste. 
You could draw, paint or create a model of your land. 
Add label to describe it.   

9. First draft Diary Entry  
 
Now you have created your 
New Land imagine what 
would happen if you spent 
the day exploring there.  
 
Use the template to help you 
write your first draft of a diary 
entry.  

10. Dear Diary 
 
In lesson 9 you used the template to write a diary entry.  
Look at the Steps 2 Success for a diary entry.  
Have you remembered to include all of the features? Take 
some time to edit and re-draft your work where you need 
to.  
Now use this template to write your final diary entry for 
your adventure to your New Land.  
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1. Finding the meaning of new words  
LO: I can use different strategies to find the meaning of new words.  
 

Read Edgar the Explorer’s diary entry. Underline any new or unfamiliar words.  
One by one, I want you to find the meaning for the word and write it below.  
 

You could use a dictionary- remember to use your knowledge of the alphabet to find 
the words. Other ways to find new words could be to safely search the internet, or 
ask someone in your household.  
Show that you understand the words by writing the meaning below.  
 

New word Meaning 
  

  

  

  

  

 

Challenge- Can you use some of the words in a sentence?  

____________________________________________________

____________________________________________________

____________________________________________________

____________________________________________________

____________________________________________________ 



Edgar the Explorer  

2. Visualisation.  

Look back at Edgar the Explorer’s diary entry. Choose 1 paragraph to read 
again. Circle your choice. Read it through carefully.  
 
Underline all of the describing words. Then visualise what you have read and draw a 
detailed picture. You could add labels to help you.  
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3. Edgar’s rucksack.  

 

Edgar’s list of items in his rucksack: 

1. A colourful camera to capture each moment 

2. The warm and comforting smell of home 

3. 100,000 stars from the sparkly night sky 

4. A bottle of water from the fastest stream 

5. The song of a Caramel bird 

6. Boots made from the fur of lions  

7. An ancient map of New Lands 

8. The taste of ice-cream disguised as an apple  

9. A never-ending sketchbook 

10. The sound of the whirling wind 

 

Why do you think Edgar chose each of these items? Write your ideas next to 

each item.  
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4. Can you draw a picture of Edgar’s rucksack? 

Read the list of the items inside the rucksack. Can you imagine what each item would 
look like? Use your imagination and draw the items in Edgar’s rucksack? 
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4. Preparing for your adventure!  

Imagine you are going on an adventure to a new land, just like Explorer Edgar. 

Think about the different challenges you could face and the amazing new things you 

may see. 

Which magical items would you like to find in your rucksack when you go 
exploring? Create a list of the 10 different items which you would take. 
Have a look at Edgar’s list to help you organise your work correctly.  

 

10 things in my rucksack 
 

Item 
number  

Item  

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

  



Edgar the Explorer  

5. Editing your work  

Have a look back at Explorer Edgar’s list. It’s very exciting because he’s added special features. I have listed these features for you to 

see.  

Steps 2 Success for an exciting list 

Your list should include... 
 

Feature An example  Link  

Use alliteration- Where words 
start with the same sound 

Tremendous trees, whirling wind, sleeping sloths https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zfkk7ty/articles/zq4c7p3 

Powerful adjectives- Describe 
things in an exciting way 

Gorgeous, swamped, ancient, courageous  https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zrqqtfr/articles/zy2r6yc 

Each of your senses- Something 
you smell, see, touch, taste and 
hear 

The sweet smell of candyfloss, a bendy thistle-bush, 
the sound of waves hitting the rocks.   

 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/clips/zmys34j 

Hyperbole (exaggeration)- Make 
things sound more or better than 
they really are 

The most beautiful waterfall, the widest river, the 
tallest mountain, the fastest stream, a million 
sunflowers  

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/articles/zxk7kty 

Unusual things- Be imaginative! Boots made of lion fur, a helpful gorilla   

Invent new things A Caramel bird, the smell of happiness, a jacket 
made of stars 

 

 

Click on the links for some reminders on how to add some of the features.  
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5. Editing your work  

Can you make your list more exciting by editing your list to add as many features as you 

can? 

 

Item number  The feature I added New item  

1 

  

2 

  

3 

  

4 

  

5 

  

6 

  

7 

  

8 

  

9 

  

10 
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6. List Poetry  

Steps 2 Success for...  
A List Poem 

Your poem should include... 
 
 

 Title 

 New line for EVERY item 

 Start every line with a Capital letter 

 End each line with a comma, apart from the last line. That ends with a full 

stop 

 Alliteration 

 Adjectives 

 Your 5 senses 

 Powerful verbs 

 Best handwriting  

 

Look at the Steps 2 Success for a List Poem above. Use this to help you to re-write 

your list as a poem. 
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7. Finding the features 

A diary entry includes lots of important features. They are listed below in the Diary 

Writing Steps 2 Success.  

Diary Writing Steps 2 Success 

Feature Can you find 
the feature? 

Colour 

First person   

An Introduction    

Tell the event in chronological order   

Describes thoughts & fee+lings    

Time conjunctions / connectives    

Talking to the diary    

Past tense    

Uses " " for speech    

Informal and chatty language   

 

Have a look at the PowerPoint to find out more information on each feature* 

 

Can you find examples of them all in Edgar’s diary entry? Colour-code your table so 

that each feature a different colour. Carefully colour in the feature when you find it in 

the diary.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

*PowerPoint created by Twinkl 
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8. A New Land 

Explorer Edgar describes his adventure to the Mirrored Jungle in his diary. This was 

a new, unexplored land. I want you to image that you have discovered a New Land.  

It could be a Jungle, a forest, a desert…. Anything you like.  

Think about what you can see, smell, hear, touch and taste. 

What would you find there? Do any creatures live there? 

Sketch your New Land below. Make sure you give it a name. Add labels to help 

describe it. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

You could draw, paint or create a model of your land.   
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9. First draft of your Diary Entry 

Now that you have created your New Land imagine what would happen if you spent 

the day exploring there. Use the template to help you write your first draft of a diary 

entry. 

Planning Template- Diary Writing 

Order of you Diary Add your ideas here  

Start with an introduction.  
 
Where did you go?  
How was your day? 
How did you feel? 
 

 

What did you do at the start of the day?  
 
Edgar packed his rucksack.  
 
 
Use some describing words 
 

 

What happened at the beginning of 
your adventure? 
 
Start with a time connective. 
 
Make sure you use past tense. 

 

Talk about the next event that 
happened.  
 
Time connective to start again. 
 
 
Remember describing words 

 

What happened next? 
 
Use a time connective.  
 
Remember you can use chatty language. 
 

 

Finally, talk about the end of the day.  
 
Remember to use thoughts and feelings.  
 
 

 

Each box should be a paragraph of its own in your diary.  
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10. Dear Diary 

Now that you have read Edgar’s diary, learnt about and labelled the different 

features he included, created you own New Land and written a first draft, it is time 

to write your very own diary entry.  

Before you start, look at the Diary Writing Steps 2 Success.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Are you missing any features? Take some time to edit and re-draft it you need 

to. 

 

Then write your final diary entry all about your adventure to your New Land. Good 

luck!  

Feature 

First person 

An Introduction  

Tell the event in chronological order 

Describes thoughts & feelings  

Time conjunctions / connectives  

Talking to the diary  

Past tense  

Uses " " for speech  

Informal and chatty language 


