
WALT
Write a diary entry 

from the 
perspective of a 

zoo animal. 



Do zoos still 
have a place in 

our world 
today?



























Your task

Write a diary entry as an animal from this 
story. 

Think about what would happen during a 
day in the life of your chosen animal…



Some ideas for your writing…

Where do they live? What is their enclosure like? 

Do they live with other animals or alone?

What do they eat? Do they like the food they get given? 

What do they do all day?

Do they enjoy seeing the zoo visitors?

Do they like the zoo keepers? 

You’ll need to know some “real life” facts about your 
chosen animal to make sure diary sounds believable. 

You’ll also need to consider whether your animal likes 
living at the zoo (captivity) or would they prefer to live in 

the wild?



WAGOLL
Dear Diary,

It’s day thirty-six and what can I say? Life here isn’t getting any better for me. I 
suppose you could call me the new guy, and let’s just say the others aren’t too 
happy about me being here. I’m a silverback, originally from Central Africa, yet 
somehow I’ve ended up in this lonely, miserable jail. It’s a long story. 

Don’t get me wrong, sometimes life isn’t so bad here. I mean the food is delicious, 
and I don’t have to go out searching for it myself. Everyday my mouth waters 
when they deliver the succulent, emerald leaves, juicy stems, sweet fruit, and 
beautiful bamboo. Oh..and the ants. They’re the best! I’ve noticed the ants are 
popular, so you’ve got to get there fast! My belly balloons after feeding time.

Before long, lunch was soon ruined. Hesitantly, I looked down from my tree-top 
house, I noticed a group of humans, swarming around our enclosure like bees 
around a honey put. They seemed to be holding some sort of bright light flashing 
monster. They all have them, and if that wasn’t bad enough there’s always one 
doing his King Kong impersonation. It makes me so angry when I see what they 
do. They shout and then they scream. Some even bang on the 
glass….bang…BANG…BANG! I can’t take it anymore. I want to go home. 



 Use real life factual 

information to make 

my diary believable.

 Include some feelings 

and emotions from 

the animal’s point of 

view. 

 Written in the past 

tense. 

 Use some personal 

pronouns (I, my, we, 

me). 

 Use real life facts about my 

animal to make my diary 

believable.

 Written in the past tense. 

 Include feelings and 

emotions from the animal’s 

point of view. 

 Use personal pronouns (I, my, 

we, me). 

 Begin to use paragraphs to 

organise my writing. 

 Include time connectives. 

 Use real life facts about my 

animal to make my diary 

believable.

 Written in the past tense. 

 Include feelings and 

emotions from the animal’s 

point of view. 

 Use personal pronouns (I, my, 

we, me). 

 Use paragraphs to organise 

my writing. 

 Include time connectives. 

 Include adventurous 

language choices, like 

similes and metaphors. 

You choose your chilli challenge! This is your WILF…


