
Tropical Rainforests
How Have Plants Adapted to Survive 
in the Rainforest?



ÅTo identify at least three plant adaptations. 

ÅTo explain how these adaptations help the plant survive in the rainforest.

ÅTo design a new plant perfectly adapted to overcome a survival problem.

Å To explain how plants have adapted to survive in the rainforest.

Learning Objective

Success Criteria



the way in which something has changed to become better suited to its 
environment.

Key Word
Adaptation: 

exposure to extreme sunlight;

high temperatures;

competition for water;

competition for sunlight;

predators.

The following slides will introduce you to seven plants that have adapted to 
the rainforest conditions.

Plants and animals that live in the rainforest have adapted to the unique 
conditions they are trying to survive in. The main challenges rainforest 
species face are:



What Adaptations Can You See? 

Photo courtesy of Thamizhpparithi Maari (@commons.wikimedia.org) - granted under creative commons licence ïattribution



Photo courtesy of NathanBeach (@commons.wikimedia.org) - granted under creative commons licence ïattribution

What Adaptations Can You See? 



Photo courtesy of Fernando Cunha (@commons.wikimedia.org) - granted under creative commons licence ïattribution

What Adaptations Can You See? 



What Adaptations Can You See? 



Photo courtesy of Omer Fancy (@commons.wikimedia.org) - granted under creative commons licence ïattribution

What Adaptations Can You See? 


