
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Titanic 

Years 3-6 

Numeracy  

 Lifeboat data handling- 

pictograms, bar graphs, pie 

charts, spreadsheet, 

percentages, extracting and 

interpreting data, number 

work 

 Area and perimeter of rooms 

on the ship 

 Measure- length of ship, 

distance ship travelled etc.  

 Timeline- Ordering events, 

12hour, 24-hour, time 

intervals 

 Angles 

 Money-how much was it to 

go on the Titanic? How much 

would it cost today? 

 

 

Creative  

 Music- Listen to Nearer my God to thee, the song 

that was played as the Titanic sank. Think about 

how the musicians must have felt playing at that 

moment, why did they decide to play? How would 

you have felt listening to the music?   

 Design a cabin- look at the different cabins and 

the décor. Look at the grand staircase. 

 Scene picture of the Titanic setting sail 

ICT  

 Data handling- excel/hwb etc 

 Coding a ship 

 Documentary 

 Researching online/cite sources 

 Presenting information  

 Online database 

 

     Literacy  

             Oracy 

 Hot seating 

 Role-play scenarios 

 Presentations 

 Debating what/who was to blame 

 Freeze framing 

             Reading 

 Reading comprehension sheets 

 Finding and reading information online/books 

 Comparing views on the sinking-reading 

newspaper reports/eye witness accounts 

           Writing 

 Advertisement for the Titanic 

 Diary entry as a child survivor 

 Newspaper report on the sinking of the ship 

 Documentary script 

 Instructional writing- build a raft 

 Diamond ranking- reasons for the sinking 

 

 

 

Humanities 

 The ship- how it was built, size of it etc 

 Social classes onboard- comparisons 

 Rooms/cabins- What they looked like, comparisons 

 Life onboard- What amenities/ activities did they have? 

 Titanic Journey- map work 

 The sinking of the ship- timeline 

 Aftermath of the sinking- How did it sank? Why did it sink? 

What/Who was to blame? 

 Discuss objects found from the shipwreck- Who might they 

have belonged to? What clues do we have about who it may 

have belonged to? Compare items from 1900s to today 

 Eye witnesses, primary and secondary sources 

 How did people hear about the Titanic sinking? 

Discuss news then and now 

 Legacy of the Titanic 

 

 



Topic Focus- The Titanic 

Below are a range of activities based on the theme of the Titanic for Years 3-6.  

WALT Activity Resources 

To discuss prior 
knowledge.  
To organise historical 
events into a timeline. 

What do they know about the Titanic? What would they like to find 
out? Etc. (They could complete a KWL grid) Children could research 
themselves or show ppts/clips to introduce the topic.  
The children are then to timeline the events leading up to the sinking 
of the Titanic. Using the attached worksheet, the children can order 
the events into a timeline. As an extension, you could ask the children 
to convert times to analogue etc, they could have questions on time 
intervals e.g. What is the difference in time between the first lifeboat 
lowered away and the last lifeboat leaving? How long was the arriving 
and boarding of the ship? What is the difference in time between the 
first distress rocket fired and the last rocket fired? You could also ask 
them questions based on the event for their reading and 
understanding e.g. How many people were in the first lifeboat? How 
many people should it have held?  

Titanic Facts and Figures KS2 BBC Bitesize clip 
 

Titanic Timeline power points available on 
Twinkl 
 
Titanic Timeline worksheet 
 
Blank clockfaces are available on Twinkl 
 

To compare and contrast 
the different social classes 
on board.  
To freeze frame boarding 
the Titanic. 

Activity 1-Discuss/research the different social classes onboard the 
Titanic. What were the different social classes on board? Would they 
have had different experiences on the Titanic? What differences and 
similarities were there between the classes? Children are to create a 
Venn diagram of the 3 different social classes to make their 
comparisons.  
Activity 2- This activity was originally a freeze frame in class in groups. 
The children could choose a social class and photograph or video 
themselves freeze framing seeing the Titanic for the first time and 
boarding. Thinking about the social class they have chosen. (If a child 
did not have computer access they could write what they would have 
felt on seeing and boarding the Titanic) 

What was life like onboard the Titanic? BBC Bitesize 
KS2 clip 

 



To design and make a 
Titanic cabin. 

The children are to choose a cabin on the Titanic e.g. 1st class. They 
need to research, design and make their cabin. (We made ours from 
shoeboxes). They need to evaluate their design at the end.  

Ultimate Titanic Inside the Titanic- This site shows 
you images from inside the Titanic and some 
background information on the rooms on the ship.  

To ask and answer 
questions in role.  
 
 

What must it have been like to survive the Titanic? Discuss. Children 
can listen/read some different accounts reported by people who 
survived e.g. the BBC animation clip (There are other examples 
online). The children are to think of 3/5 questions they would ask a 
survivor such as Who are you? How did you react when you heard the 
Titanic was sinking? Where did you go as the Titanic sank? Etc.  They 
need to answer their questions in role as a survivor. You may need to 
model this first for them.  

The sinking of the Titanic- A breaking news report 
BBC Bitesize KS2 clip 
 
BBC Learning English- Titanic- A child survivor’s 

story- Animation on a survivor’s story Eva Hart 
 
 

To write a diary entry. The children could describe what they would have seen, smelt, heard 
etc when the ship was sinking. How would they have felt? They could 
mind map their thoughts and ideas. This could lead onto writing a 
diary entry as a child survivor of the Titanic linking with the previous 
lesson. The children need to think about who they are, what social 
class they are from, who they are on board with etc. Look at the 
format of a diary and success criteria. Discuss sentence structures to 
include.  

Diary templates and success criteria available 
on Twinkl 
There are Titanic diary examples available on 
the TES 

To represent and interpret 
data.  

This activity allows the children to use their data handling skills, it is 
based on lifeboat data from the Titanic. This could be differentiated- 
pictograms, bar graphs, pie charts etc. You could ask your own 
questions to go with the data sheets. What do they notice from the 
data?  

Lifeboat data pack available on Twinkl 
 

 

 


