
Media Studies GCSE 

Unit 1 Section A 

Newspapers 

Introduction and Format 

Name  _________________________________ 

Form  _________________________________ 



EMRYS ap IWAN MEDIA STUDIES YEAR 10 

EXAM UNIT 1 

There are two main types of newspaper. These types used to based on size but the termi-

nology is now used to describe the newspaper’s general style and appearance. 

TABLOID 

BROADSHEET 
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The five daily tabloids can be subdivided into two groups. 

These papers are called ‘red tops’ because they have red mastheads (the title block of the newspaper).  

These papers include lots of gossip, sleaze and scandal but very little international news and politics. 

They have more images and aim to be an easy read. 

The Daily Mail and Daily Express 

are often called the middle mar-

ket dailies because they target a 

readership somewhere between 

the red tops and the broad-

sheets. They have a wider range 

of news and are less trivial. 
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The Telegraph sells most copies 

Broadsheets have higher news content, higher prices but lower circulations (the amount of 

copies sold). 

The Times is the oldest 

The Guardian is 

owned by a Trust. The Financial Times is printed 

on pink paper and concen-

trates on business news. 

Many of these newspapers are now produced in a format 
known as ‘compact’, this makes them essentially the same size 
as a tabloid newspaper like The Sun. The change came about to 
make it easier for London commuters to read the paper on the 
train, this proved so successful that it was rolled out nationally. 
Because all papers are very similar in size, the ones on this page 
are called the ‘quality’ press. 

The Independent went online 

only in 2016. 

The ‘I’ was a sister publication to The 

Independent and was launched in 

2010, but now has new owners. 
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Quick Quiz 

What are the two types of newspaper?  

 

 

 

Where do the names for the types originally come from? 

 

 

 

What are ‘redtops’? 

 

 

 

Give three examples of tabloid newspapers. 

 

 

 

What does circulation mean? 

 

 

 

What type of paper are the Daily Mail and Daily Express examples of? 

 



Newspaper circulations 2010 to 2019 
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Look at the table above and answer these questions. 

What in the general trend of newspaper circulation in the last ten years? 

 

Which was the best selling newspaper in 2010? 

 

Roughly, by what percentage has the circulation of The Sun gone down? 

 

Which is the best-selling ‘broadsheet’ newspaper? 

 

What do you think is the main reason why newspaper are no longer very popular? 

 

Which are the only two papers to see a rise in circulation? 

 

Research task - find out why these paper continue to increase in popularity. 



Newspaper Owner Established Political allegiance 

The Sun   Conservative 

The Times  1785  

The Guardian Scott Trust Limited   

The Mirror    

The Daily Telegraph  1855  

The Daily Mail   Conservative 

The British Newspaper Industry 
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Carry out your own research in order to complete the table below to give a snapshot of the newspaper industry 

How do you think a newspaper might show their political allegiance? 
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These are the main features of a newspaper front page. Many of these features can be found inside the newspaper as well, so 

you can use the same words to describe the inside pages if you need to. On the next page is a table with each word and a defi-

Newspaper features 
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Newspaper terminology 

Make a set of flash cards to help you remember the nineteen terms above. 

You could use pictures to literally illustrate each one e.g. you could use a pic-

ture of a gutter on a house to help you remember the word, or whatever 

else you think will help you to learn them and their meanings. 

colour w and magenta 
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  All papers are different and include some typical features but not others. Label  

  the ten features that have been arrowed on this regional paper below, you should 

get them straightaway if the flashcards you made were good. There is one feature here that 

didn’t appear on The Scotsman’s front page but you should know what its called…  
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Scan the QR code with your phone to complete the Quizlet tasks, 

when you are happy that you have learned everything successfully 

you can label the blank newspaper front cover with all it’s features. 

https://quizlet.com/gb/367747630/newspaper-layout-vocabulary-flash-cards/ 
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The headline is the title of the sto-

ry, good headlines are crucial, es-

pecially on the front page. It’s the 

headline that will draw a pur-

chaser’s attention to the paper 

when its on the shelf at a newsa-

gents with all its competitors. 

Broadsheet editors will try to 

draw readers in by using brief 

headlines which sometimes give 

the newspapers angle on the sto-

ry, but tabloid headlines are usu-

ally large and catchy. Look at the 

image on the right, you can make 

out many more of the headlines 

than you can the mastheads on 

these papers. 

Newspaper headlines 

1. Why are headlines important to a newspaper? 

 

 

 

2. How might headlines differ in a tabloid and broadsheet?  
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Some of the techniques headline writers use include:  

abbreviating names, for example, BOJO in a headline about Boris Johnson  

parodying well-known phrases, for example, BRAWL OVER BAR THE SHOUTING which 

comes from the phrase ‘all over, bar the shouting’ for, maybe, a story about fight between 

two celebrities in a bar 

incorrect or invented spelling, for example, GOTCHA as a attention-seeking way of saying 

got you 

puns (play on words), for example, BOOTIFUL for a winning goal in a Cup Final which may  

otherwise be described as beautiful 

rhyming, for example, FAME GAME TURNS VERY LAME which could be used in a story 

about The X Factor losing thousands of viewers after the first episode of a new series. 

 

3. Look at the following selection of headlines on the next page. Identify which technique has been used 

in each case and briefly explain and/or highlight why you think it’s that technique.  

Newspaper headlines 
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Headline        Technique 
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  Writing your own headlines. 

Using what you have learned about headline techniques, write a headline for each of the following news 

stories to go in a tabloid newspaper.  

A jury in the United States has ruled that the writers of 
Blurred Lines - one of the best-selling singles of all time - 

Swiss researchers have discovered how chameleons 
accomplish their vivid colour changes: they rearrange 
the crystals inside specialised skin cells. 

A South Korean flight attendant is suing Korean Air and a jailed former execu-
tive in the US over what became known as the "nut rage" incident. 

Lawyers for Kim Do-hee allege that Heather Cho verbally and physically attacked Kim Do-hee for the 
way she served nuts on a plane taking off from New York's JFK airport on 5 December. 

Sarah Brightman has been working with 
her former husband Andrew Lloyd Web-
ber on a song she can perform in space. 

 

The British soprano, who is training at Star City 
near Moscow, is due to blast off on a Russian 
Soyuz craft on 1 September. 

EastEnders' Danny Dyer has been named 
soap personality of 2015 at the TV and Ra-
dio Industries Club (Tric) awards. 
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AIR RAGE NUTTER JAILED  

SOPRANO 

SARAH 

SINGS IN 

SPACE  

Here are some examples of headlines like the ones you might have come up with in the previous task... 
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PICTURES and captions 

Since the introduction of the camera in the 19th century photographs have played an in-
creasingly important part in newspapers especially the front page.  

Look at the image of the front page of 
The Daily Telegraph, look at how the 
paper set out their front page to rec-
ord one of the biggest international 
stories of recent times. The event was 
highly significant in the western 
world. Almost anyone that was alive 
at the time remembers exactly where 
they were and what they were doing 
when they first heard the news of the 
terrorist attack on New York’s twin 
towers in 2001.  

Contrast that with the front page of the Rocky Mountain 
News the day after President Kennedy was assassinated 
in 1962. The death of the President of America was an-
other momentous world event, but look at the difference 
in the use of photographs.  
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Write as much as you can in each answer.  

1. What type of newspaper is The Daily Telegraph?  

 

 

 

2. What type of photograph is used on the front page? 

 

 

 

3. What is it about the photograph on the front of The Daily Telegraph that helps to create 

an impact on the reader?  

 

 

 

4. Why do you think the picture editor chose this particular image?  

 

Picture editor - the person responsible for choosing 

the photographs that go into a newspaper.  

Look at the front page of The Daily Telegraph and Rocky Mountain News on the previous page 

and answer the following questions.  

tasks continue overleaf... 
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6. What other pictures could have been used instead? 

 

 

7. What does the photo tells use about the story?  

 

 

8. How has the photo on the front page of the Rocky Mountain News been used?  

 

 

9. What type of photograph has been used here? 

 

 

10. Why do you think the picture editor did not choose a more dramatic picture?  
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CAPTIONS  

People say a ‘picture is worth a thousand words’. Certainly the photograph of New York 
after the terrorist attack on the twin towers overleaf says a great deal about the event. The 
caption that goes with a photograph is also important as it can anchor a meaning - it tries 
to push the reader towards one angle by providing an interpretation for them.  

Look at the photograph above, we can change the meaning of the photograph by using a 
caption which will alter the way people interpret it.  

Positive: UNICEF brings relief by spending millions of dollars installing water taps in Mexico 
City’s shanty towns  

Negative: Mexico City people still face 15 mile walk for clean water as charity admits fraud.  

Caption - descriptive words next to a picture.  

Anchor - to pin down a particular meaning of a drawing or photo-

graph, often by adding a caption.  

Angle - the particular point of view a newspaper wants its readers 
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Alter the meaning of each of these photographs by coming up with a positive and negative caption 
for each one. 

Photos and captions  
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KEY WORDS - fill in the words that are defined below, they all appear some-

where in this booklet... 

 A type of newspaper that includes lots of pictures, celebrity gossip and aims 

to be an easy read 

 A type of newspaper which is quite serious and has articles about politics 

and world news 

 A nick name for tabloid newspapers because of the colour of their mast-

heads 

 The amount of copies a newspaper sells 

 A short sentence under an image 

 The way a newspaper wants you to think about an article or image 

 The way the caption explains the image 

 The person whose job it is to select the most appropriate images to illustrate 

a story 

 The format most contemporary broadsheet newspapers are published in 

 The newspaper industry 



NOTES 


