
Do you know
 what an 

inukshuk is?

The flag of Nunavut has an inukshuk on it. If you go to Northern 
Canada you will see lots of them. They’re called inukshuk (say 
“i-nook-shook”). You will be surprised at the different uses the Inuit 
people have built them for!



What are they?

An inukshuk is a structure 
made of stones piled up on 
top of eachother. They were 
used for navigation in the 
frozen north. In the snow 
everything looked the same 
so they built inukshuk to find 
their way around. They were 
also used to mark sacred 
places. They also worked like 
signposts to show a good 
fishing or hunting spot.



A long time ago, hunters 
would pile rocks up to build 
a path with inukshuks on 
both sides. The women 
would chase the caribou 
down the path where the 
hunters would be waiting 
behind the inukshuks with 
bows and arrows.



What most people call an 
inukshuk isn’t actually 
what an Inuit would call 
an inukshuk.
There are lots of stone 
structures that are piled 
up to look like a person 
but these amazing 
structures are called 
inunnguat or inunnguaq. 
This means “imitation of a 
person” or “pretend 
person”.



How are they made?

Inukshuks are made by stacking 
stones that fit together well. They 
have to fit together as no glue or 
cement to attach them. They stay 
together because they balance on 
each other. There are large and 
small inukshuk - because you can 
use any size stones to make an 
inukshuk or inunnquaq. Every 
single one is one of a kind.



Now it’s your turn!
Here are some ideas to make your own inukshuk or inunnguat.

● Get some stones from your garden to make your own, can you 
balance them? Don’t forget to take a photograph!

● Paint one like the ones in the pictures, do your background 
first, wait for it to dry amd then sponge paint the stones on.

● Or draw your own and colour it in with any type of colours you 
have!

● Have fun!


