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Full document available at: https://gov.wales/operational-guidance-schools-and-settings  GwE 

FP Team suggestions in italics.  

Updated 30.04.21  

• The time learners spend outdoors should be maximised. This has important physical, mental 

and educational benefits and helps combat transmission of COVID-19.  

• Consistent groups reduce the risk of transmission by limiting the number of learners and staff 

in contact with each other to only those within the group. They have been used to date in 

recognition that children, especially the youngest children, cannot socially distance from staff 

or from each other, maintaining and not mixing contact groups provides an additional 

protective measure.  

• When staff or children cannot maintain distancing, particularly with younger children in 

primary schools, the risk can also be reduced by keeping learners in smaller groups, such as 

their class size, ensuring these contact groups do not mix and by staff wearing face 

coverings.  

• Foundation Phase learners will be more active in their play based learning and seating and 

desk arrangements will not be required. In line with the Foundation Phase pedagogical 

approach outside learning should be used to promote independent, child-centred learning 

activities and should be considered wherever possible.  

• The evidence shows our youngest learners are in the least at risk group. We also know our 

early years’ educational practitioners are experienced in caring for the needs of young 

children and will apply professional judgement doing the right thing for children, parents and 

staff. Continuing with a child centred approach means we will have a high-quality delivery of 

the Foundation Phase with personal and social development and well-being at the centre of 

our Foundation Phase philosophy for our youngest learners with a focus on play based 

learning.   

• Younger learners are at a critical stage of cognitive development and it is essential their start 

in education is a positive one and provides a strong foundation for their future development. 

There is a need to ensure schools and funded non-maintained settings are provided with the 

right framework so that our youngest children get the very best start to their educational life, 

and one that they can build on for the future  

●  If non-symptomatic children present behaviours which may increase the risk of droplet 

transmission (such as biting, licking, kissing or spitting) or require care that cannot be 

provided without close contact, they should continue to receive care in the same way.  

  

Resources  

● For individual and frequently used resources such as pencils and pens it is recommended 

that staff and learners should have their own items that are not shared.   
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● Classroom based resources can be used and shared within the contact group; these should 

be cleaned regularly along with all frequently touched surfaces.  

● If resources are shared between contact groups, equipment should be cleaned frequently and 

meticulously or rotated to allow them to be unused and out of reach for a period of 48 hours 

(72 hours for plastics) between use by different contact groups.  

● Having different sets of equipment and resources for different groups of children in nursery, if 

possible, will also help minimise transmission, particularly where more than one group of 

learners needs to access the same space during a single day – for example, in schools with 

morning and afternoon nursery provision. This would reduce the amount of cleaning needed 

to be undertaken during the change-over period with the focus then being on fixed furniture, 

larger equipment and high touch points.  

● Many things can be mitigated by handwashing before and after an activity. Clean hands 

thoroughly, more often than usual.  Young learners and those with complex needs should 

continue to be helped to clean their hands properly.  

● Audit resources in each Area of Provision, balancing issues of manageability with the purpose 

the resource serves.  

● Consider giving individual pupils a bag of resources for their use throughout the day and a 

tray of items to use in practical experiential learning activities.  

  

Water, Sand and Dough  

  Materials such as play-dough and sand that are very difficult to clean can present particular 

challenges. In line with existing Public Health Wales guidance on infection prevention and 

control in early years settings during an outbreak of any infectious disease, it may be safest 

to avoid using these materials during the pandemic while increased preventative measures 

are in place. Where settings choose to use these difficult to clean items, based on a risk 

assessment, they should ensure that handwashing takes place before and after play with 

these materials and that they are not shared between different groups within the bubble 

unless a minimum of 72 hours has passed. These should be risk assessed and the materials 

be changed in accordance with manufacturers guidance or sooner if thought to be 

contaminated. Water play can take place if steps are taken to avoid multiple children sharing 

water, change water regularly particularly between groups within the bubble and always 

between bubble groups. Particular care should be taken when children move between 

activities in a room to ensure that hand washing takes place between each station and that 

materials that can be cleaned are cleaned between groups. Sand, play-dough, water and 

other higher risk activities should not take place when there are one or more positive cases in 

the school or setting.  

Resources to take home  

  

●  Learners and staff can take books and other shared resources home, although unnecessary 

sharing should be avoided, especially where this does not contribute to learners’ education 

and development. Similar rules on handwashing, cleaning of resources and rotation should 

apply to these resources.  

Outdoors  

  

• The time learners spend outdoors should be maximised. This has important physical, mental 

and educational benefits and helps combat transmission of COVID-19.  

• Schools and settings should ensure that outdoor playground equipment is more frequently 

cleaned.   

  

● Using the outdoor space is essential and highly advised as part of the recommended 

guidance to effectively support social distancing, also to minimise the risk of transmission and 

supporting health and well-being.   
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● Use outdoor learning areas as much as possible through play based experiential learning, 

connecting with nature, to develop a range of skills e.g. literacy, numeracy, creative, physical 

and personal and social skills .  

● Consider your outdoor environment - Where possible, environments should provide children 

opportunities to play/work alone and together as well as play games or with different 

resources to develop their physical skills. The more varied the landscape the more challenges 

the child will have.   

● If possible, provide an outdoor handwashing facility.  This could be a jerry can of warm water 

with a bucket underneath, soap dispenser, disposable hand towels and bin.  

  

Loose Parts  

●  There are many loose parts that can still be used in schools that can either be easily cleaned 

between contact groups, stored away for 72 hours between uses, or recycled after they have 

been used.   

  

Building  

● Children should be able to access different materials to build with e.g. recyclable junk 

materials, Lego, building blocks, cardboard boxes, materials, ropes etc can all be provided 

and either cleaned or rotated using the 72 hour rule, if used by different contact groups.  

● If recyclable materials are donated, clean or quarantine materials before use.  

  

Blocks  

● Blocks are usually made with solid wood with a cleanable finish. Clean all surfaces with 

soap and water as recommended. Do not use excessive water, and dry surfaces immediately. 

Leaving water or cleaning agent on the surface may damage the finish. Do not immerse in water.  

Disinfectants can be used on wooden surfaces. Wicker baskets  

● Wicker baskets are more challenging to clean and will need to be quarantined after use, 

alternatively use plastic, easy to clean containers e.g. recycled containers. Role play/soft toys/soft 

furnishings/dressing up clothes  

● Remove soft furnishings/toys/clothes e.g. pillows, bean bags, rugs, toys unless they can be 

washed and thoroughly cleaned.  

Parental involvement  

●  Within nursery provision there is often a greater level of parental involvement than at any time 

in a child’s educational journey. In addition to drop-off and collection of children, parents 

sometimes help their children to settle in and staff may well undertake home visits before 

children start. Schools and settings will need to balance this engagement with the need to 

minimise overall levels of contacts. Consideration should be given to how this is done when 

undertaking risk assessments. If a home visit is required it should be undertaken outside, for 

example in the garden of the premises where the child resides, to ensure 2 metre 

physical/social distancing can be maintained from the school staff member and the child and 

their family.   

  

Transition  

Schools and non-maintained childcare settings should follow their normal transition processes, where 

possible, to ensure a positive, and safe, experience for our youngest learners within the overall aim of 

all children accessing education as soon as is practical.    



We know for some families, such as our critical workers, the use of out of school or wrap around 

childcare will be key to supporting children to return to school and parents to work. Wherever possible 

this should be kept to a minimum, but in some cases it will be unavoidable, and that is particularly so 

for early education depending on the delivery model in your area.  

If the child is accessing both education and childcare, and this is taking place across two settings or 

sites, it will be important to ensure schools and childcare settings all understand the transition 

arrangements and are clear on when the child will be in each setting and what collection and 

transport arrangements are in place.  

Attendance at more than one setting will require close partnership working between schools, 

childcare settings and parents.  Ideally children should remain in the same contact group across 

settings, and if there is a suspected case of COVID-19 in either setting that impacts that child and 

their contact group, both settings must be informed and work together to identify contacts.   

Schools and funded non-maintained settings will have the added responsibility of transition for new 

learners. In addition, existing learners will have a prolonged period of transition and may require 

additional support  due to the length of time they have been away, and some learners will also 

transition from settings to schools.  

Guidance on learning in schools and settings  

Foundation Phase Specific Guidance – updated 15th January 2021  

Full document available at: https://gov.wales/guidance-learning-schools-and-

settingscoronavirus-html#section-48835   

● The return to operations has an important significance for early years learners who are at a 

critical stage of cognitive development which supports their approach to learning. Schools 

should ensure they are fully supported in this development, given the implications for later 

learning. The ethos, approach and pedagogy of the Foundation Phase remain critical, and 

can be applied to all learners in the early years and Key Stage 2.   

● Practitioners may consider a blend of approaches that include problem solving, creative and 

critical thinking and provision can be adapted to ensure that children are able to access a  

breadth of learning experiences. A clear vision for learning and the significance of the learning 

environment are critical to access experiences which allow younger children to apply, extend 

and consolidate their skills. Consideration should be given to how parents and carers could 

be supported to engage in their child’s learning at home, to help ensure access to rich 

learning experiences in a blended learning environment.  

● For any new intake of 3 year old children, schools should make provision in the same way 

they do for their other children. We recognise support may be more limited and generic until 

practitioners have an opportunity to meet each child in person and assess their development 

needs.  

  

  

What learning should include:  

• Health and well-being: learning should support learners’ mental, emotional, physical and 

social well-being, as well as recognise the importance of outdoor learning and play including 

home-based opportunities for this.  

• Literacy, numeracy and digital competence: learners should have opportunities to develop 

and apply these skills across the curriculum. An adapted approach to learning in schools 

should provide authentic opportunities to develop and apply literacy, numeracy and digital 

competence, and embed these in all learning across a broad and balanced curriculum. 

Practitioners can use a wide range of topics, activities and resources to develop knowledge 
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and skills. It is important that these skills be embedded within other broader learning rather 

than applied in isolation.  

• Broad and balanced learning: learners should have learning experiences that span a broad 

curriculum and that include opportunities to develop a breadth of understanding and a range  

of knowledge and skills. Learners should not be denied access to whole subjects that they 

would otherwise have access to. It is important that learning continues to provide breadth, 

drawing on different subjects, domains, disciplines and topics. Areas such as the creative arts 

should not be lost; it can offer opportunities to develop skills and knowledge such as creativity 

and innovation, critical thinking and problem-solving, personal effectiveness, planning and 

organising.   

Please refer to Health and Well Being section in the document regarding the importance of 
mental and emotional well-being, relationships and social well-being, physical well-being, play 
for all learners and outdoor learning.  

Assessment:  

Learning across the breadth of the curriculum should draw on a wide range of assessment 

approaches, building a holistic picture of the learner’s development. Practitioners with younger 

children will continue to use observations to assess progression in learning through play-based 

activity. It is important that the observations focus on skill development that may have developed 

positively and unexpectedly during this period, and that there is not a focus on ‘learning loss’.  

Guidance – Supporting information for learning in schools and settings from 15 March 2021 

https://gov.wales/supporting-information-learning-schools-and-settings-15-march-html  

Foundation Phase  

• The early educational experiences of young children are of paramount importance and 

learning support has to be applied in a way that takes account of the age, abilities and stage 

of development of the child and the nature of provision. Support should draw heavily on 

current Foundation Phase pedagogical practice.  

• Outdoor learning and play-based activities, with a focus on well-being and a need to connect 

with their peers and the adults around them, is especially important.  

• Children’s social interaction with their peers happens primarily through play and evidence 

demonstrates that play is critically important for children’s social, cognitive and literacy 

development. Play helps them to make sense of things they find hard to understand and 

gives them a sense of control and independence. A play-focused approach will support young 

children in returning to school in person and with their longer-term emotional health, as well 

as provide a solid foundation for learning now and into the future.  

• It is essential that time and space is made to ensure a child’s learning needs are assessed 

and understood and they are supported to move at their own pace. Any temptation to move to 

more formalised learning in the Foundation Phase must be avoided.    

• The Foundation Phase Profile is a well-established formative, observation-based resource 

for all practitioners working in the Foundation Phase. The Full Profile includes a wider range 

of skills that support assessment as a child moves through the Foundation Phase, as well as 

providing an understanding of their learning and development needs. Practitioners could use 

the Full Profile to support their understanding of the learning and development needs of each 

child, and use the resource to review progress regularly.   
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