
The Big Splat 

This experience is inspired by the story ‘Rudey’s Windy Christmas’.  It appeals to the sense of 

humour of young children and because of this provides plenty of opportunity for engagement and 

laughter.   

Rudey’s Windy Christmas is about one of Father Christmas’s reindeers enjoying too many sprouts at 

Christmas with consequences for Christmas Eve when they are travelling!   To take this story further 

we have created a mathematical context for children to create their own reindeer biggest splat.   

When the reindeers are so busy and often flying there are inevitably going to be some undesirable 

splats.   

Within this context and the hilarity and laughter of creating their own reindeer accidents, we will 

look at all the wonderfully rich mathematical skills which can be developed.  An engaged child is a 

learning child and this experience really engages and entertains for all involved.  Explain to the 

children that we are going to drop their accident creations from a great height to see who can make 

the Best Splat! 

Collecting natural items for their creation in your outdoor area provides opportunities for counting, 

sorting, classifying and recording.  The children collect items they will put into their mix.  Parameters 

can be set to develop mathematical skills such as collecting a set number or weight of items or sets 

of items.  If they want four of one item, how many more can they collect.  If they want a particular 

item but have a certain amount already, how many do they need to put back. 

After collecting their items they can record how many items they put into their mix as a recipe or 

record.  Deciding how they will record or what method they will use to quantify the amounts.   

Provide the children with plenty of different types of recording materials, measuring instruments 

(weighing scales, measuring jugs and cylinders, Scoops or spades for non standard measures). 

Provide soil or mud for their mixture and invite them to record how many scoops/ spadefuls they 

use in their mix.  They could weigh their soil in grams or kilograms and have an accurate standard 

measurement of what they put into the mix.   

Can they record how much liquid they use, what quantity do they put in Litres, buckets, Jugs or 

millilitres.  How does this change the consistency?  What is the best consistency?  What is the Best 

Splat?  Is it the one that spreads the furthest?  Makes the most noise in Decibels?  We used a decibel 

metre downloadable as a free app to see both the widest splat and the noisiest. 

There are numerous opportunities within this experience for children to practice mathematical skills 

of: 

● Weighing (how much weight in terms of mud and ingredients) 

● Measuring (Measuring how wide their splat will be, measuring how deep or tall their splat or 

mixture is) 

● Counting (Counting the numerous ingredients and quantifying the different ingredients) 

● Recording (Recording the ingredients, liquid measures as a recipe for referencing as they try 

to improve or demonstrate why they were successful) 

● Estimating (Estimating how large their splat will be, how much their ingredients weigh or 

might add up to in quantity) 

● Comparing (Comparing amounts in terms of quantity, measure or weight) 

● Ordering (Ordering objects and amounts that are added to the mixture at particular times 

and ordering the stages of the recipe for their mixture) 

Exploring with the children how we will judge and measure success is an important part of the 

mathematical reasoning process.  The children will have lots of ideas about fairness in terms of 

height of dropping their splats and what quantity.  Consulting them is all important in developing 

their skills.  The activity is messy and funny and will engage children in mathematical skills 

development which is meaningful and engaging.   

 


