
Create a Santa Sat Nav 

Possible books to use as a stimulus – 

Rudey’s Windy Christmas  

Santa’s Coming to Wales 

Children could create a building/scene using loose parts to represent the countries/places Santa 

visits in the story. 

In Rudey’s Windy Christmas he visits – Australia, China, India, Wales, New York. 

Within the book ‘Santa’s Coming to Wales’ children could create an outline of the map of Wales on a 

large scale using ropes/sticks/twigs and to build and locate the different types of houses on the map 

e.g. houses with big chimneys in Wrexham, small chimneys in Swansea, houses with narrow 

chimneys in St.David’s and houses with wide chimney breasts in Caernarfon. 

They will then need to plan the route and create directional instructions for Santa.  This could be 

done orally counting how many steps forward, turn right/left, quarter turn left/right and so on. 

They could list and provide a voice over the directions as heard and seen on a sat nav.  This is 

possible within see-saw as shown in the example and on other apps/programmes. 

Children could be developing a range of skills within the activity: 

 When building scenes/buildings children will be using and developing a range of 

mathematical language to describe size, position, direction and shape.  They will be 

exploring how to build with 3D shapes and how they may fit together. 

 Follow instructions 

 Move in given directions  

 Make whole turns/half turns/quarter turns, clockwise and anticlockwise 

 Use compass points to describe directions 

 Counting steps 

 Reading and writing numbers to create the sat nav 

 Make a sensible estimate e.g. distance between two locations 

 Use non-standard and standard measures to measure the distance. 

 Time – time the route, can Santa deliver the presents in less than e.g. 5 mins? Use timers to 

time the deliveries. Calculate start and finish time. 

 Select appropriate equipment and resources 

 Present work orally, pictorially and in written form 

Within the activity they will also be developing skills within the K&U area of learning. 

Knowledge and Understanding of the World  

 learn about distance and how to follow directions and routes 

 use and make simple maps  

Children could take a photo of their map/scene and upload it to the programme coding in jit 5. 

Another possibility with the activity is to provide a sack of presents for santa to deliver with clues on 

how many/what type of presents to deliver to the various locations. Children could also create their 

own clues. 


