
Conker Activities 

You can use any items in the outdoors that you have a natural abundance of if you do not have 

conkers.  The activities and experiences can be used with any object.  The importance of the 

children’s ideas when collecting the items used such as conkers and creating these games will 

contribute to higher levels of engagement. 

Conker Number Buckets 

Using the number cards, some buckets and some conkers.  Create a throwing conker game.  Can 

they order the buckets to start the game?  Can you get the correct number of conkers in each bucket 

by counting them in one by one.  How well do the children count?  Can they check their counting 

once they think they have the correct number.  Identify the number they want to attempt and then 

swap with another child to try a different numbered bucket.   Look at how they attempt the throw 

and physically how coordinated the children are.  Ask them what they could do to make it easier or 

harder?  Do they have any suggestions for improving the game? 

Conker Races 

Play a game of conker transporting.  Create two groups with two wheelbarrows and a large basket of 

the conkers.  Place the numbered cards in two piles face down.  Encourage the child whose turn it is 

to turn over a card.  Numbers from 1-15 and ask the children to transport the number of conkers 

from one part of the garden to another with their wheelbarrows.  Can they transport an accurate 

number.  Encourage accurate and careful counting and ask the children to check each others 

amounts.  Can they time the game with a timer and whoever has the most conkers in their bucket at 

the end is the winner.  Lots of independent counting and discussion about best ways to count large 

numbers. 

Conker Count and Order Outdoors 

Throw the conkers onto the ground and encourage the children to gather them up and count them 

as they go.  Demonstrate good methods of counting by lining them up and touching finger to object 

when counting.  Create a conker number line using laminated numbers and correct number of 

conkers with each number.  The children need to practice the skills of counting in lots of different 

ways.  Corresponding counting and number identification.  Counting and number quantity.  Lots of 

practice and fun. 

Within all of the above games there are lots of opportunities for bringing in other skills 

development: 

● Time (Can they time themselves or others, can they use different forms of time measuring 
(egg timers, stopwatchs, set timers) 

● Money (Can they buy their conkers with differing amounts of money 1p, 2p or 5p, giving 
change and calculating how many they can buy with a set amount) 

● Estimating the quantity of conkers 
● Counting in groups of 2, 5, 10s etc. 
● Numerical reasoning opportunities in the set up, improvement and evaluating of the games 

created. 

 


