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Choices of colour 
and the 
relationships 
between colours 
have a huge 
influence on how 
a piece or art or 
design looks and 
feels and the 
emotions it 
provokes.



Learning Objectives        Success Criteria
To complete the colour wheel task 
sheet and be able to recite the 
primary and secondary colours.

To combine and blend primary and 
secondary colours together to 
create the tertiary colours.

1 Identify the three primary colours and fill 
the correct section using coloured pencils.

2 Apply secondary colours neatly - 
ensuring that these are positioned next to 
the two primary colours which need to be 
mixed.

3 Use a cross-hatching technique to 
overlap and blend primary/secondary 
colours together - creating tertiary colours.

4 Explore warm and cool colour 
combinations by looking at the colour 
wheel that has been completed.

5 Discuss the difference and characteristics 
of primary, secondary and tertiary colours.



Task Sheet - Colour
You will need to look at this 

example carefully! 



Colour
The primary colours are red, yellow and blue.

They cannot be made by mixing other colours 
together. The primary colours sit equal distances 
apart on the colour wheel.

All other colours can be mixed from red, yellow 
and blue.

Secondary colours

Secondary colours are made by mixing equal 
amounts of primary colours together:

Blue and red mixed together make purple
Yellow and red mixed together make orange
Blue and yellow mixed together make green
Purple, orange and green are secondary colours. 
On the colour wheel, each secondary colour sits 
halfway between the two primary colours it is 
mixed from.

A tertiary colour is made by mixing equal 
amounts of a primary colour and a secondary 
colour together. There are six tertiary colours. On 
the colour wheel, they sit between the primary 
and secondary colour they are mixed from.

Temperature
The twelve part colour wheel can be split in half 
into a section of six warm colours and a section 
of six cool colours.

Harmonious colours sit beside each other on 
the colour wheel. These colours work well 
together and create an image which is pleasing to 
the eye.

Complementary colours sit across from each 
other on the colour wheel. These are often 
referred to as opposite colours and even 
contrasting colours. Don't be confused by the 
three different names, they all mean the same 
thing.



 Steps:
● Firstly shade your central primary colours
● Then carefully shade your secondary colours
● On the outer circle add your primary and secondary 

colours
● For the tertiary colours you will need to blend two 

pencil colours together 

Tip - work carefully around the edge of the shape and shade 
one light solid colour and cross-hatch the second colour over 
the top! 

● Show your primary and secondary colours in the box’s 
● Lastly show a selection of warm and cool colours



Blended learning:

Using objects from around your house 
I would like you to create a colour 
wheel showing all of the primary and 
secondary colours: red, blue, yellow, 
purple,orange and green. 

Have a look on google images or 
Pinterest for even more inspiration. 


