
Christmas Tree Decorating 

Can you give the children an opportunity to create a large Christmas Tree outdoors.   

There are so many possibilities within this simple experience for skills development and learning. 

The resources are limitless and fit very well with both loose parts and natural resources parts of your 

provision.  We have discussed the importance of having these resources in your outdoor area in 

previous training.  In addition enhanced by Christmas themed resources. 

You can see here that we have made this particular tree as a large natural art construction on the 

ground but your imagination and the children’s could make it something else.   

The initial part of the experience is very much about the actual construction of the tree.   

How tall is it?  

What is it constructed of?  Sticks, drawn in chalk? 

How will you measure? (Standard or non standard measures) 

Will it be symmetrical? 

Adapt the construction to the age and development of your children to make it as challenging as 

possible.  The more you ask them to create with this experience, as with anything the more engaged 

they will be.   

We constructed a tree which was symmetrical and which had a line of symmetry down the middle.   

The skill was in creating the symmetrical tree and decorating it symmetrically.   

The wider the range of resources the greater the opportunities for creativity and exploration of 

symmetry.   

The activity could also be developed in relation to many other skills  

 Time (how quickly can you construct and decorate the tree) 

 Money (Every child has a set amount of money £1 to buy particular decorations which are 

differently priced) 

 Height and width challenges to make different sizes of tree to bring in standard and non 

standard measures. 

 2D to 3D shapes could also be brought in to help children make the conceptual jump to 3D 

from a 2D construction.  Can they recreate their 2D creation or symmetry in 3D on a small 

tree or bush. 

 Games and counting with dice.  Putting the correct number of decorations on the tree. 

 We even brought in capacity and liquid measures at the end as when the tree was 

symmetrical the children could get a set amount of water in millilitres to light up the star at 

the top.   (Google Light up multi colour resuable water sensor lights). 

 Symmetry can be more challenging by looking at how you recreate a diagonal of tinsel or 

strip of decorating material.   

 

 

 


