
Acorn Collecting and Counting 

 
We have called this experience Acorn Collecting and Counting, however any small or large loose part 
item in the outdoors could be used (Stones, conker, Rosehips..). 
 
This autumn is a bumper year for acorns and fruits across much of the nation’s forests. Our oak trees 
have been producing a large crop of acorns this year, all because of one of nature’s mysterious events 
known as ‘masting’.  A bumper seed year is known as a ‘mast year’; a natural phenomenon where 
some tree species produce very large crops of seeds in some years, compared to very few seeds in 
others. It’s not known exactly why mast years happen, however they have been linked to various 
causes over the years, including weather and climatic conditions. 

● The context can be created by using stories such as ‘Percy the Parkeeper - The Lost Acorns’ or 
any other story related to the item you are using to count.  

● Children all love to search for lost items and creating this sense of excitement and engagement 
is important as part of the overall experience.  It may be that you build on the engagement of 
the children who begin finding or bringing items to you in the outdoors.  Often children will find 
items and begin collecting them independently. 

● Harness their interest and utilise it as an opportunity for developing a number of different 
skills.Counting 

● Simple counting of the acorns as they find them, after they have collected them provides an 
excellent practice for counting large quantities if they are items that are particularly numerous 
at certain times of the year as in a ‘mast’ year.  

● One to one correspondence 
Can they practice counting their quantities and using one to one correspondence.  Looking at 
the best ways of counting; placing items in a line, in groups or from one container to another. 

● Number recognition & Matching number to quantity 
Can they identify or write their quantity as a number.  Can they match their quantity to a 
number or create a number line with their item.  Can they pick the correct number to go with 
their quantity of acorns.  

● Estimation 
How many do you think you have found, can you guess how many their might be in a certain 
area on the ground or grouped on a bush or tree.  How many might you have in your bucket? 
How do you estimate how many you might have?  Is it just a guess or an estimation? 

● Counting in twos, fives etc. 
Can you group your acorns to count them and can you practice counting in twos, fives, tens once 
you have grouped them.  Can you collect them in groups and count as you go.  

● Time 
Can you introduce time to find the item or certain numbers of the item.  
Can you see who collects the most items in a certain time. 

● Weighing 
Does a certain amount of the item weigh a certain quantity.  If 30 acorns weigh 20 grams, will 20 
grams of acorns always be 30 acorns?  Do acorns/ conkers all weigh the same amount? 

● Addition, subtraction and sharing. 
How many have we collected altogether?  Was there a total amount in the first place,  how 
many more to collect?  How many have we collected already?  Can you set a challenge for 
another child to work out the total of two or three quantities?  Missing numbers out of a 
number sum with a total at the end.  


