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Is your school looking for ways to encourage English READING at home to support your 

distance learning strategy? 

Are you looking for an evidence-based online programme that parents can use at home 

without specialist training? 

Researchers at Bangor University and GwE have created a suite of online training and 

support materials to help schools and parents use Headsprout reading and 

comprehension programmes 

 

 

 

 

 

More information about this project is available on the GwE Support Centre: https://sites.google.com/hwbcymru.net/ccg-gsc/cc-gwe-sc 

 

 

https://sites.google.com/hwbcymru.net/ccg-gsc/cc-gwe-sc


North Wales Online Reading Project – Keeping Pupils Reading! 

Dear colleagues, 

The research team at the Collaborative Institute for Education Research, Evidence and Impact (CIEREI) has produced a comprehensive support package for schools to help 

parents deliver Headsprout reading programmes at home. We can offer advice and support to help your school: 

 Access Headsprout reading licences 

 Provide basic online training to a nominated member of staff 

 Provide basic online training to interested parents to help them deliver the programme at home 

Using our experience of nearly 20 years supporting schools to use online reading programmes, we have put together a step-by-step guide to help schools access the free 90 

day licences, and also guide parents in the simple set-up procedure. The research team has particular experience in successfully helping schools train parents as part of a 

recent project with Conwy primary schools. Many of the resources in this project were successfully piloted in that study. We have designed our user guides and online 

videos carefully to help parents deliver the programme at home without the need for regular ongoing support from the school. Our previous research has shown us that 

parents are able to deliver the programme at home and achieve good outcomes. 

Headsprout is an evidence-based online English language reading programme which comprises of: 

 80 online Early Reading episodes (approximately 15 minutes each) plus stories, benchmark assessments, fluency building activities and rewards. It is suitable for 

both non-readers, beginning readers, and readers who might need specific additional reading support, and helps them reach a typical Year 3 reading standard. 

 50 online Reading Comprehension episodes (approximately 20 minutes each). It is suitable for Year 4 pupils onwards, or older readers who might need specific 

support with reading comprehension, and helps them reach a Year 6 reading comprehension standard.  

 50 advanced Reading Comprehension episodes (approximately 20 minutes each). It is suitable for Year 5 pupils onwards and helps them reach a Year 7 reading 

comprehension standard. 

 An online placement test to assess where in the programme each student should start. 

 Online individual pupil reports showing the percentage score for each episode completed. 

For more information about Headsprout episodes please click this link: https://www.headsprout.com/main/ViewPage/name/episode-guide/  

There is no charge for accessing this support.  
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